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The Epiſtle Dedicatory to the 
Apprentices of London. 


7 E may ohferve the happineſs and unhappineſs that 
wait upon this life, are mat commonly oxying to” 
the vigilant and induſtriaus, or the careleſs and unge- 
er ned attions of our youth; and as the former lays a 
probable foundation, upon which (by a continued care) 
e may build our ſucceeding fortunes to a comfortable 
eight, ſo the latter robs us of that ſubſtance, upon 
which aue ought, for eur ſecurity, to place the pedeſial 
of our future proſperity : and, as there is nothing tends 
more to the deſtruftion of youth, or renders them more 
ſincapabis of confidering their own welfare, than ibi 
converſation of intriguing woruen, I thought, young 
men, I could not do you a better ſervice in this age, 
[wherein to attempt cunningly, and deceive flily, are 
the ſtudy «f the female ſex, than preſent you with a 
mall pocket piece, which ſhall ſerve as armour to de» 
end you from the darts thrown by wanton and deſign- 
ing women, whoſe evil communications corrupt good 
manners, and will make you, if difded by them, diſ- 
obedient to the laaut of God, un children to your 
barents, unjuſt ſervants to e ere, ill husbands 
when you marry, to your wives, and bad fathers to 
aur children. There is nothing more evident, than 
that ſeveral young men in this city have been drawn a- 
de, to their ruin, by the contracting ſorcery of theſe 
bewitching loadſtones. ä 


/ 


N 


To prevent which, the magiſtrates have done their 
wrt, and nothing is required further, for the more ef- 
ectual promotion of the city's glory, but your care to 
avoid the luſt and ſubtlety of thoſe private madame, 
$#2/e gay apparel ns 44 pretences to modeſty give 

po + them - 
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. The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
| them cover in reputable families, where they hevd with 
the virtuous, to declaim again . the vices of the age, 
and ſeem to wonder at that wickednefy in others, which 
themſelves do practice daily to maintain their pride. 


T have therefore taught you how to know theſe vul- 
fures in peacock's plumes, and how to avoid them, and 
horw to converſe with them without prejudice, in the 
fallowing treatiſe, which I dedicate to your view, and 
commend to your practice, as you are the flower of our 


nation, and glory of the metropolis, to whom I ſubſcribe 


2 


4 


; Yceur moſt humble ſervant, 


E, WARD. 


SEXES ERTIES” 
FEMALE POLICY 


DETECTED, @c. 


CHA 3 L 


Of the allurement of women. 


F all vices, untawful freedom with the female 
ſex is the moſt predominant, and of all fins has 
the moſt powerful temptations, and many allurements 
to betray and draw men into this folly, The induce- 
ments of the fair ſex are ſo prevailing, a propenfity 
in nature ſo forcible, it is hard to fland unmoved, 
when tempted forward by the charms of a ſubtile 
woman, and drove by the foul = of an unbound- 
ed luſt. 1 
But as there is no paſſion t oY 
ed, or temptation” too great to be-refiſted ; fo if ou 
will obſerve the maxims I ſhall give you in this little 
treatiſe, you will be armed againſt beauty; make 
love your ſubject; and all the fubtleties of the fair 
ſex ſhall truekle, and become inſtruments of direc- 
tion, inſtead of your ruin. 
Be careful how you conceive too gots opinion of. 
a woman at firſt fight 3 for you fe not the woman 
truly, but her ornaments, paint, patches, and fine - 
dreſſes, which are to hide her deckte: beguty, like 
ruth, 1 is always beſt * 233 
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65 , , Female Policy detected. . 

Many in rich ornaments look inviting, whoſe beau - 
ty. when they undreſs, flies away with their apparet 
and leave you (as Juno did Ixion) nothing but a 
cloudy miſtreſs to embrace. 

If you like a woman, and would diſcover if ſhe b. 
in nature what ſhe may ſeem by art, furprize her in a 
morning undreſſed, and it is ten to one but you will 
find your goddeſs hath ſhifted off her divinity, and 
the angel you To much admired turned into a Mag- 
malion. | 

Be always jealous of a maid who extols her own 
virtue; a wife who excſaims againſt her own hufband 
in his abſence ; a widow that courts your company; 
for, when a woman praiſes her virtue, it is as a ſhop- 
':eeper does a eommodity, deſiring to be rid of it; 
and ſhe that flicks not to lay open the N of her 
huſband to another, will, to the ſame man, lay open 
herſelf whenever he ſhall require it of her; and when 
2 widow ſeems fond. of your converſation, be ſure it 
is through yy and, if you are not careful, ſhe 
will bury you alive.. 5 

Be not tempted to pick up any woman in the 
ſtreet ; but if you ſhould, be ſure that you have one 
eye before, and another behind; for wherever luſt 
leads, danger follows. 7 

Covet not the preſents of a fond woman, for they 
are baits left to re you; and while you think 
Fou are a gainer *her ifts, you. are loſing yourſelf. 
Whoever l a woman's ſmiles, is, at 
à fly, hampered in a cobweb, which waits the leiſure 
of the ſpider when he ſhall be devoured. 

He that ferves the luſt of a woman makes himfelf 
ker monkey, for ſhe admires him no longer than 
while ſhe is playing with his tail. | 
Be as careful how you live upon. a whore as you keep 
one: Yor. by the former you will get nothing, and by 
| the latter looſe every thing that you have got. 
Miſtruſt a woman that ſeems rich by her own diſ- 
eourſe ; for ſhe that talks much of her fortune hath 
generally but little. J >. > - _ewe 
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Female Policy detecteul. 7 

Think not every woman rich that wears gay appa- 

rel; for many forfeit their virtue to maintain their 
ride. | 

Build not too great a faith on the fight of a» few 
guineas, ora gold watch; they may be but ſhowin 
horns to draw you to your ruta. | 

Believe no man's affirmation of a woman's fortune, 
anlefs you know him; for deſigus are never carried on 
without abettors. | 
Be ſure of her portion though you take her vir- 
tue upon credit ; but he that takes both on truſt may 
find, when too late, that he hath neither to truſt to. 
Endeavour not to continue # woman's love by gifts; 
for every preſent you make her may be the purchaſe 
of a rival; befides, they love gifts, and if you uſe 
them to it, they will love yon no longer than you are 
giving. : | 

Believe not the trivial favours of a woman a de- 
monſtration of her love; for they take pride to be 
beloved, though it be by thoſe they ſcorn. 

Raiſe net an opinion of yourſelf upon the flatte- 
ries of a woman, nor think her praiſes any fign of 
love, but of her cunning ; fordefigning women, like 
great politicians, flatter them moſt they deſign to 
ruin. Let no woman charm. you with the —_ of 
a ſmooth tongue; for many can talk well that act ill. 

Believe no woman the more virtuous for reſiſting 
the firſt attempt; for, like:be towns,. they will 
withſl and ſeveral efforts, and at laſt ſurrender upon 


capitulation. 


Some women, like ſtrong holde, are to be taken 
but one way, which, if you cannot readily attain, 
be content, the will find ways to direct you, if the 


| likes you. 


When a lewd woman ſerves your neceſſity, it is 
with a certain expe&ancy you ſhould ſerve her luſt. 
Her kindneſſes are meaſured by your eapacity, and 
a continuance of her favours dwell upon the repeti- 
tion of your performances; * 
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8 Female Policy detected. 


ſtrings to ſupport your extravagance, if you ſtrain as 


hard to ſupply ber unbounded letchery : but you may 
be ſure ſhe will be your ſervant no longer than you 
will remain her drudge. 

He that is a ſtallion to a whore, is a ſlave to int- 
quity, and a champion to another's vices; a coward 


in a good cauſe, and a curſe to himſelf. 


Let no woman tempt you by her wit to love her; 
for ſhe, who hath wit enough to tempt you, hath e- 
nough to deceive you. 

Salter not yourſelf to be enſnared by a woman over 
free in her geſtures or converſation ; for whoever is 
moſt active in behaviour, behaves herſelf like a lover 
of much action, and whoever is free in much compa- 
ny, will be much freer when but two together. 
Think not the amorous glance of a woman towards 
you gives you a title to her affections; for they can 
leok one way, when their hearts are another. 

Expect no good quality in a woman, more than 
what ſhe ſhews; for it is a maxim in their politics to 
put the beſt fide outwards. | 2 


If you love a woman, be careful how you ſhew it; 


for your nibbling at the bait may too early diſcover 
a willingneſs to be caught. . 
Waſte not your ſtrength in the enjoyments of beau- 


ty, neither your time nor money in corrupting virtue; 
but marry a chaſte wife of a good family, with a 


moderate fortune, aud you need not queſtion being 
happy. wo 


CW AF. — I 
Of the incoaſtancy of women. 


r= reſigns her virtue to gratify another ; 


will, will not ſcruple the ſame freedom with 


another to pleaſure her own ; for few women love ſo 
well as to love a gallant better than themſelves. 

She who will loſe her reputation to oblige you, will 
TS | hazard 


| Female Policy detefted. 9 
hazard your love to gratify herſelf; and ſhe that will 
do both can never be conflant. 

Put no confidence in a woman that has loft her 
honour ; for ſhe who is without reputation hath no- 
thing to engage her to be faithful. 

Conftancy 1s maintained by virtue ; and ſhe that 
hath loft her virtue hath 5 left to . her to 
be conſtant. 

She that prefers pleaſure before virtue will be con- 
ſtant to her luſt, but not to you. 

Nothing engages a man's affections fo much to a 
woman as a belief of her conſtancy ; but it is hetter 
to believe her otherwiſe, for then ſhe can never de- 
ceive you: women are ſenſible that conſtancy is more 


prized than beauty; but it is a maxim among their 


ſex, to deceive ns molt in what we moſt value. 
Nothing is more ridiculous than to keep a miſs; for 
ſhe that you keep will keep another if ſhe can; there 
being the ſame ambition in her to be miſtreſs of ano- 
ther, as there 1s in you to be matter of her; and he 
that thinks a woman conſtant, becauſe he keeps her, 
proves a knave to him ſelf, and a fool te his madam. - 
Put not faith in a. en that is wife to another; 


ior ſhe who is not conk. *0 her huſband will never 


be ſo to you. ; | 
A woman who hath a hi and, and will admit of 


a gallant, let him look upon Her as faithful as mon - 


fieur Raggon's miſtreſs, who was 2 to the 
whole troop. | 


A married woman, if lewd, is fubtle by experience 3 


for ſhe who hath her huſband to deceive every day, | 


can deceive a gallant at leiſure. 
A durable f 


bottom 


Be conflant to no woman but a wit; ; if you be, 
you deceive yourſelf; expect no * in a whore, 


for * will deceive you. 
—_— 


ove is the ſupporter of conſtancy ; but 
that love can never be laſting which . on a falſe 
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10 Female Palicy detected. 
Credit no woman's words who hath loſt her virtue, 
but believe the contrary, for ſhe takes. counter. 
If you have contracted a friendſhip with a woman, 
let all ſhe can do for you be mare than you deſerve ; 
but if ſhe proves conftant let it be more than you ex- 


Think not a woman is moſt faithful to him ſhe is 
moſt fond of; for, to him ſhe deceives moſt, ſhe ſeems 
moſt obliging. 2s 

Believe not all to be virgins who talk moſt of their 
virginity ; for all would ſeem maids that have been 
made atherwiſe. 


Io one a woman may be conſtant; but, if ſhe di- 


vides her affections between two, ſhe can be conſlant 


If you are familiar with another's wile, believe her 
not when ſhe ſays ſhe knows none but her huſband 
and you; for ſhe'll ſwear to her huſband ſhe knoweth 


none but himſelf. , 


Credit nothing a woman ſays, as to her conſtancy 


or virtue; for ſhe will juſtify her innocence before 


kim with whom ſhe has been guilty. 

Love no woman in the ablence of her huſband ; 
you only ſtop a gap for another whowill return you 
no thanks for your labe ur, and remember his approach 
will be your diftance. 

If you love a woman, conceal it; oblige her with 
courteſies, but ſhew no paſſion; for, by your pru- 
dence you may maſter her, to whom a diſcovery of 
your love will make you become a fervant. | 

Meaſure a woman's love by her jealouſy ; for ſhe 
Joves him beſt, of whom ſhe is moſt jealous ; and of 
whom ſhe is moſt jealous, to him ſhe is moſt conſtant. 

Be E of a woman that will not be jealous of 
yon 3 
aud ſhe that loves you not will not be conſtant to you. 

Anſwer all the expectation of a woman you would 


Keep conſtant ; for one ſingle negle& hazards the loſs 


; * 


of her affections. 


or ſhe that will not be jealous loves you not; 


mar Policy deteited. 11 
„Keep a watchful eye over the woman which you 
love; nat to be over tredulous of her virtue; if 


you do, ſhe will make trials of your faith. 
> She who kiffes her huſband in Pie inpr hath gene- 


rally her eyes upon him ſhe would kiſs in private; and 
ſhe hat will Erfs both in public and 2 values 
not where ſhe kiſſes. 


18 
_ Be conſtant to your wife that ſhe may be conftant 


to you ; for gratitude may conſtrain a woman to pre- 


ir || {erve thoſe bounds, which revenge may make her vi- 


en folate. 
Cbuſe for your wife a rudent woman; for prudence 
preſerves virtue, virtue — and love conftancy. 
nt Inconſtancy in a wife makes wedlock a bramble, 
which bears abundance of thorns. 


nd N wife; and an inconftant wife makes a huſband a con · 
th ſtapt cuckold. 
Truſt no man with your wife abroad, nor court 
cy Þ| your friend to bear her company at home in your ab · 
re Þ ſence ; for opportunity and importunity may con- 
quer the moſt heroic virtue. 
d; Carry no man to your miſtreſs if you prize her; 


ou for if ſhe loves you fhe will be civil to your friend, 


ch for your fake. 


It is the policy of a defigning woman to obli 


th ¶ the friend of him that — to acquaint herſelf 


ru- by that means with his air, chat ſne may manage 
of ¶ him the better. 


Moſt women are of cold conſtitutions, and under 


ſhe the dominion of the moon; and remember it is an 

| of ¶ approved maxim, that all fublunary things are ſub- 

ot. Iject to mutation. 

of Conſtancy is a great virtue, and its oppolite is a 

ot; ons vice ; whoever neglects the former to prac- 
tiſe the latter, is neither to be beloved nor truſted. 
It is good to be wiſe, it is wiſdom to be juſt, and 

ult to be conſtant. = | 


cn Ar. 


Inconſtancy in a huſband makes inconſtaney in a 
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CHAP. u. 
Of the love of women. 


0 


HE love of woman is eaſy to be gained, but 
T difficult to be preſerved. Vou may with more 
eaſe ſubdue virtue, and bring a chaſte woman to your 
embraces, than engage her to be conſtant. 
It is a received opinion among their ſex, that the 
paſſion of love ceaſes in a man after enjoyment, and 
the eſteem he had before of her perſon, is much leſ 
ſened by her condeſcenſion to his deſires, which con- 
_ ception occaſions her to withdraw her affeQions from 
you, (unleſs every hour you confirm her by freſh aſÞ 
3 and coveting to be beloved by ſomebody 
who hath a good opinion of her virtues ; for there i 
nothing more certain, than that women, who have 
been deceived themſelves, take a ſecret delight in de 
ceiving others; therefore, you that are the deceiver: 
be careful you be not deceived. 8 
The love of a virgin is innocent, and laſting as her 
virtue; the love of a wife juſt, friendly and delight 
tul; the love of a lewd woman luſtful and revengeful 
If you are the favourite of a lady, and depene 
upon her courtefies, you muſt be induſtrious to obligg 
her, and as watchful to preſerve her from the effortgh 
of rivals, or you will ſoon find your miſtreſs like 
; opgun, the laſt pull ſhe receives will drive out thi 
rmer. : 8 
Sympathize not with the woman who loves you palf 
fionately ; for, as ſhe finds your love encreaſes, ſh: 
will cool her own with the aſſurance of yours. 
If you have gained a woman's love, and woul! 
preſerve it, be ſure be conſtant in your vilits, or yo 
will find moſt women have ſuch bad memories, that 
F week's abſence wil! make them forget you. 
0 The love of a woman has its ſeaſons like the yea 
its ſpring, ſummer, autumn and winter. It begin 
3 wit 


| 


- 


3 ; Female Pelicy detected. | 
ith a warm defire, and is nouriſhed to a preater 
eat by the kind influence of the object, till the 
arveſt of her joys are full ripe; but when the fruits 
r her affe&tions are ripened and gathered, you will 
don perceive ſome ſharp breezes, as figns of an ap- 
butþronching winter. 
The love of a chaſte woman will be continued to- 
zrds you as long us you behave yourſelf well; but 
he love of a woman who hath loſt her virtue. is but 
taring | pleaſure. | 
Love a woman with moderation that loves you to 
n exceſs ; her paſſion will naturally reduce itſelf to 
he ſame equalicy, (for no extremes are 5 and 
Shen you have the advantage; for the cantinuafice of 
little love ſhews a conſtant temper, and looks friend- 
y and obliging, when a paſſion, cooled to the ſame 
re i ndifferency, will look flighting and neglective. Be- 
haveffides, he that loves a woman too much is apt to love 
1 dehimfelf too little. | 5 . 
vers] Depend not on the love of a lewd woman, it is a 
ed will ſoon deceive you, her love is entangled with 
s heiner luſt; to continue the one is to be a ſhave to the 
ther, and rather than to be that, I would ſhare the 
puniſhment of Siſiphus. > 
| Secure not yaur love to a woman by oaths and pro- 
iogeltations 3 tor ſhe will then think you have bound 
ourſelt to continue that reſpe&, which would be o- 
erwiſe her care and ſtudy to merit and preſerve. 
Let not the proteſtat ions of a woman's love to you 
e a precedent for you to follow, though you love her; 
2 paiſſſor ſhe does it only to tempt you to give in the {ame 
3, ſhaſccurity, chat ſhe may have the more to upbraid you 
ith, whenever you ſhall prave. falſe. 
If you are beloved by a woman you cannot marry, 


r yoiFhom you are willing to ſecure to your own embraces, 
that Wraw what you can from her by her infinuations; the 


nore you get, the faſter you bind her; ſhe will not 
dart with that eaſily, * ſhe hath purehaſed dear - 
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ly; and the more you ceſt her, the more ſhe wi 
prize you. | 


= 1 . | . . nie 

The love of a woman is much to be pitied, th che 
love of a wife highly to be valued, but the love of ch. 
viciovs woman deſerves neither; for ſhe will love ami oc 


that will ſerve her Juſt. 
Give no encouragement to the love of another“ 
wife; for it is luſtful in the beginning, treacherouz 
all along, and dangerors in the end. 
Love is a diſiemper that will make through th 
greateſt difficulties to obtain a cure; he that is the 
phyſician may expect what fee he pleaſes ; therefore 
Ado Fou take care how yen become the patient. 
Scraphic love is the bleſs of angels, mutual love i; — 
the comfort of mar kind, natural love the chain of tbe f 
world, but luſtful love the mother ef misfortune. 
To love a wife is our duty, to love a friend is m o 
intereſt, but to love a courtezan is a dangerous vir 
due. | 


CHAP.-Iv. 


Ef the malice and revenge aromen. 


— — Hy, ws 4 


F all paſſions, that of revenge is the moſt oppo- 

fire to reaſon and, good humour: It will fo far 

blind and deceive the judgment, that perſons under 
this madneſs value not what injuries they do them- 
ſelves, in raſhly attempting ſome rifling prejudice to 
an adverſary. This peflion in woman ſprings fre- 
quently from the envenomed feeds of corrupted love; 
(as the beſt wines once turned become the ſharpelt 
vinegar) and is ſo predominant in this ſex that they 
value nothing they do to accompliſh to thoſe ends in 
which the ſweetneſs of their revenge 1s centered ; and 
as they love to extremes, cvery little negle& the) 
conſtrue a great ſlight, and though their weakneſs 
_miſiake accident often for deſign, and fling themſelves 

| by their own whimſies and conceits into an evil opi- 

| nion 


loves you to exceſs ; for women (like ale e) if oy 
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nion of perſons whom they love. Thus oftentimes ! 
they let their on jealouſies paſs for realities, and ſour 1 
their affect ions into a ſharp revenge without a juſt 

occaſion, turning furies to thoſe they loved through 

a fanciful ingratitude ; witch I conceive to be the 
chief reaſon why women are much more ſubjeR to ) 

this — than men. | 

Covet therefore no woman's love, but whom you | 
will be diligent to oblige ; for a ſmall neglect is ta- 
ken by them as a gr eat ingratitude. 

Deal with a revengeful woman as with a hand- 
granada, which you calt from you as ſoon as the fuſe £) 
is lighted, left it burtt to the prejudice of him that ® 
fired it. 

Have no familiarity wich her you have highly diſ- 1 
obliged, left, bee-like, ſhe flings you with Gor tall. 1 
| She v who once loved you, and is turned your ene- 
my, look on her always to be ſo; be not deluded by 
her flatteries to give it into her power to hurt you; 
for women, though they ſeem to forget a wrong they 
have been forced to ſuffer; yet you will find they 
have good memories whea they have power to re- 
venge it. 

Treſpaſs not on the aff:Qions of a woman wh 


j 


ſweet will turn four the fooner. ' 

Take not always a woman's frowns as flights, n 
her ſmiles as ſure arguments of her love ; for eve 
time the fun is clou ſed it does not predict foul wer 
ther, and when it ſhines out a ſtorm may be neare + 

at hand; women can diſſemble their paſſions, and 
— their lagks as a ſcorpion can his colour. 

A woman's love is like to bad vinegar, which car 
never he reduced to its primitive goodnefs, but will 
always remain ſour till it is dead. | 

Nothing is fo revengetul as an injured woman; for 
which rraſon, the poets have ordered the furies to be. 
per up in the. feminine render. | 

The "ove ef 'a virtuous woman is a great dien 

ES, 80 


1 16 Female Policy detected. | 
but if once loſt (by ingratitude, you will find that ſhe 
will turn her love that could not laſt, inta a revenge 
that will. 

Shun a woman that is your enemy; for every time 
ſhe ſees you it puts her upon new miſchiefs. | 

It yon have dealt ungratefully by a woman, con- 
verſe with none that reſpect her, leſt, at ſome time or 
other, it ſhould happen to your prejudice. 

The paſſion ef an envious woman is virulent, and 
flattery the only antidote to expel the paiſen. To 
diſſemble ſhews more prudenee than to aggravate z by 
the one you may pacify the fury of fermented ſpirits, 
when the other will beget in your enemy freſh reſo- 
lations for future miſchiefs. | 

Be merciful] to thoſe you ean over-power, hut, flat- 
ter ſuch enemies you cannat conquer; for revenge 
(though ſweet ta thafe that ſeek. it) is always hitter 
to the ſufferers, 

| Beme women are ſo politiely penitent after a re- 
venge is compleated, they will palliate the injury with 

ſacceeding pity; but think the ſorrow of ſuch a 

_ perſon as great as her's, who (weeping) follows a 
dead huſband to the grave, whom ſhe has wiſhed out 
of the world a thouſand times whilſt he was living. 

Changes in inconftant tempersare never tobe mind- 

ed, ſhe who does you a willing injury, and feems 
| \forry for it, it is yaur prudence. to believe, ſhe only 

Wor that the miſchief ſhe hath Cone you is no grea + 

- Truſt not an enemy who hath once hurt you, upon 


Ne n ws 7 na 


1 


1 f reconciliation, no farther than you would the fawn« 
I /ng of, a maſtiff dog, who hath attempted to worry 
I 3 3 55 | 
Moſt women are politic in their love, but. much 
ore ſubtle in their revenge ; therefore be careful how 

| . ou affront them, or deceive them, to deſerve it; be- 
Jes, it is ignoble to offend the peeviſh, or hurt the 
Make not her that loves you, by ingratitude, your 
enemy; for revenge (like a crab-tree) produces a 
Fivcet bloſſdm, but a four fruit. . CHAP, 
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ſhe : el 
= CHAP. V. : | 
— The, | 
* of the pride of emen. 1 


PR, Fitelinef in a woman may emits her as he | 
QT: walks, but pride in converſation is hateful and + 
ridiculous, and expoſes the perſons affected with it 
jj td the cenſures of tie company, in ſuch awkward 
geſtures, and uncohf behaviours, ſach petemptory 
Putcyces, and impertinent loguacities, that ofend 
the eyts and cars of all that have either Ty or | 
pf dence. ” ' Nothing © ſhews the want of ud 
"than female Prices which is desde ne nou- 
pet By th ain conceits of their own per- 
fection, and begets ſuch a ſelf love, grounded upon 
ſelf bpinfon, that they Took upon their whole fex 
defides with envy and contempt, and, like Narciffus, 
daily done to the teffeckion of their own imaginary 
th excellencies. Caſt not your yes too often upon ſuch 
women, for they ate chiffgeable miftreſſes, implacable : 


— wives, and ill mothers +6:eir children. | 
* A proud womaß fs H& an im pfudent prince, al- 


ways loves him beſt by whom he is moſt flattered. 

5 if you aim at the favoars of a jofty miſtreſs, you 

muſt highly exthl her perſon and parts, and. coincide 

with her opinion to aff things, thqugh never ſo op- 
* pofite to reaſd it i for flattery you hutnility het de the 

ſupporters of ycur intereſt. 30 


mn Let pride in a "fine woman anticipate your 3 . 
8 tion ; for neter admire. her, who er. kerfeif too 


much; conceive her as a lazge looking- : lafs cracked, 
el. by which Rugle ak it' is Frendered of ſaiall/ adde, | 
by reaſon 1 it can never be mended. 

Pride in a witty woman is like a whet done to a 
icythe, it only ſerves to ſharpen her reflections, and 
makes a more dangerous weapon for a man to wer- | 
dle with. 

A proud woman, hike 2 ſtately horſe, ul be rid 
p, D-3- with - 
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with a curb, and managed with a ſtrait rein, or ſhe 
| will ſoon be the bane of her rider. 


If you marry a haughty woman you ought to have 


a good eſt ate, for you will find a proud wife, in a low 


Ration, will be an inſupportable companion, and the 
'firſt in adverſity that ſhall lend a hand to your ruin. 
Pride 19 a friend is dangerous, in a miſtreſs charge- 


4able, but in a wife, an intolerable torment. 


Many women have virtue enough to reſiſt the bare 


attempts of familiarity ;. but fey, that can ſtand a- 


gainſt the powerful charms of gold, fine dreſſes, coach 
and horſes, and attendance:. It i grandeur influen- 
ces pride, and leads ambition by the ngſe through the 
ou of vices ; for there are many, ho are honeſtly 


Many, women have forfeited their. virtue to. gratify 
their luſt, hut more to maintain their pride; and Inſt, 
though it will make a woman,arwþare, yet it is pride 


* 


at makes her mercenar r. 27 8 
t virtue is neue 252 which is under the guar- 


dianſhip of pride; the latter will be maintained, 


though the former is ſacrifiged to maintain it. 

He that hath a proud: woman to his wiſe, is like 
an oak begirt with ivy; he ſufferg himſelf to be em · 
araced by that which will bring him to his ruin. 


When ambition leads the van, the whole body of 


vices follow.; and hene rer you. ſee prige..in the front, 


Pride in a. beautiful woman is like a fla in a dia- 


Ki. e value, bel. the luſtre, and re 

mains inchrable. 18 Er naw 
He, that marries a praud wite is as unhappy as 2 

prince who hath a rebellious nation to govern ; as the 


latter muſt grant: every petition of the peaple to ſe- 


cure Mace in his Kingdom, ſo muſt. the former every 
requeſt of his wife, to preſerve the ſame in his ſa- 


milly. 


ride loſt mankind their paradiſe, the Pods is peace. 
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gtollerabie ; for that is the hardeſt to be excuſed, 
which is never to be mended... 

Peide in à wife makes the hyſband appear little; it 
often __ him to ſubmit where he has a. right ta 
2 

He that hath A prudent wife. hath a guardian an- 
* by his fide ; but he that hath a proud wife hath 
the devil at his elbow, 

A proud woman is an imperious wide, aunpdutiful 
daughter, an implacable miſtreſs, a *. mother, 
and 2 {ancy ſervant. 

Pride is the parent of iniquity, the SIGIR of 
vice, the feed of tcbgllian, and. the rife of faction. 


and. made + devil of an angel. 
Q H A. P. i. 
Of the ingrotitude. of women. . 


E I no manideceive himſelf wich the expeAation | 
of gratitude. in a mercenary woman, for ſhe 
who for blks and: ſattins, or a ſplendid maintenance, 
will ſubmit to your pleaſure, and ſwear corltancy to 
her keeper, ſhall be the [Grit that foriakes you in a 
declining condition; And though ſhe hath built a 
proviſion for herſelf out of the rnins of your fortune, 
— ſhe ſhall be the laſt perſon that ſhall lend you the, 
leaſt aſſitance, when your occafions ſhall moſt require: 
it: Therefore look upon whatigever you give ſuch a 
woman to be buried as. in @ deep ſea, from whence . 
no returns can be expected : 
If you love. a woman, be nat deluded by denk- 
Bag preſents, . to make chargeable returns ; for that ; 
aim. of her. policy. Let nat a point cravat, be- 
kk i it is her own working, give her title to a ſettle- 
ment out of your eſtate, leit, whilſt your miſtreſs 
extols your gratitude, the world laughs at your fally.. 
3 to a mas to ſecure her 00s is 
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as vain as endeavourtng to fill a ſieve with water; for 
you may continue giving the one, and pouring into 
che other, till the laſt trump found, er you find the 
otre the faſter, or the other the faller. 4 316 
The gratitude of a mercenary woman lies only in 
Her tail, with it ſhe diſſolves all0bligativins,- and will 
{ill be gainer, even when the debt is paid. ct 
Whoever blames a woman for her ingratitude, is 
equally epſpab#- for truſting her with the power to 
= prove ſo for" Love, with moderation, keeps a cloſe 
= heart, and a wary hand, and her ingratitude can never 

. hare you. ; * {7 : We 
© Debauch no virgin to maintain her after, leſt you 
2 are {cred as a gentleman,' who having waſted his tor- 
tune in the extravagant fupport 6f a young gentle- 
woman, whom he had firit defiled, ſent his man to 
her to lend him ten guineas, tom hich ſhe anſwered, 
preſent. my ſervice to your maſter, and tell him when 
he hath made me amends for the virtue he hath forc- 


— 


ruin, and all the evils ſhe can do you, are no more 
than you deſerve. oth e I Cad penn: 
Love is the ligature that biads a woman to orati- 
tude, ſhe that loves you will gratefully accept, and: 
_ generouſly: return the leaſt favour that ſhall fingalize 
the affections of the giver; but a deſigning woman 
elteems the donor by hi preſents, and not the pre- 
r ine he 5 Eo 
She that hath a deſign upon you, will firſt oblige 


you 
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vou with ſome engaging courteſy to become her debt - 
or, but be careful of thefe women who are generous 
in the beginning, leſt you pay with ruin for their 
kindneſs in the end. 

Lngratitude is ſaid to he worſe than the fin of witch= 
craft, and he that truſteth a woman, he hath once 
found ungratefut, is worſe than hewitched. 

Court not a recanciliatiea: with a woman who hath 
once deceived you, left ſne triumph over your ſub- 
miſſion, and make you become an als to bear the lug= 
gage of her infirmities. 

o a woman you love behave yourſelf beldly, and 
with freedom, though juſtly and refpe&fuily, for a 
manly carriage will awe her to be grateful, when 
cringing fondneſs may occation her to preſume en 
your good nature. 


.. ES S+S++>+>4 
in — vis tue. 


' TIRTVUE, thou eraament of human life, | 
That crowns the virgin, and adorus the wife, 
From thy bleſt treaſure of contentment flow 


All the true bleſſings we enjay below. 
'Thofe ſweet delights which in my boſom dwell, 

Riſe up in ſprings, and into rivers ſwell, 

Which know no ebb or ſtorm, but free from noiſe, - 


Flow ealmly in a conftant tide of joys. 33 
Thau bring'ſt content ment to the meaneſt birth, 3 
And gives us taſte of Heaven here on earth; i 
From whence, thro' chryftal innocence, we ſee ("A 


A pleafing proſpect of eternity. 
Where angels, to receive the virtuous wait, 
And bid them welcome to a happier ſtate. | 
When vice hath dreſt her wanton daughter's head 
With, trefſes looke, in airy mades diſplay'd, 
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Completion heightened and improv'd by paint, 

And all the arts that pride could e'er invent; 

Yet virtue in plain coif, adorned no way, 

By nature looks ſo innocently gay, 

She 1n her homeſpun garb ſhines brighter far than 
they. | 

As precious gems of which the Indies boaſt, 

The plainer ſet the greater luſtre caſt ; 

Virtue like beauty, wants no ftudy'd date, 

But of itſelf ſhines bright without a foil. 

Could che corrupted world but barely taſte 

The ſweet delights which vicious actions blaſt, 

Their lewd exceſſes they'd repeat no more, 

Their counterfeit enjoyment ſoon give o'er, 

To gaze at virtue's beams, aad the chaite dame ( 
adore, L 

*T'is ſhe emboldens us to fear no fate, 

And gives contentment to the meanelt ſtate. 

Clofely embrac'd ſhe bleſſeth each degree, | 

With a calm mind, from perturbation free, 5 

And by content improves felicity. 

Would all mankind her pleaſing foot ſteps tread, | 

Which do to truth and all perfections lead; 

Sexes would join, as angels do above, 

Not to fulfil tneir luſt, but deal their love. 


Diem rn mn J— — 2 
In di ifproije e of © vice. | | 


V 7ITH what . blufhes do the wiſe 
Thoſe follies which the age embrace deſpiſe ? 
With wonder and contempt they: gaze to "oy 
Virtue thus ſacrificed to letchery, 
By the ſly ſaares of Female. Policy. 5 
What range temptations drau tne world hide, | 
To embrace. vice, and virtu-'s charms deride ! + 
As thieves and ruffiaas who abhor the light; 
Shun the bright day, and ſce C. the gloomy night, 


Tel 
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Tell me, miſtaken ſouls, what baits allure, 
From virtue's paths, ſo pleaſing and ſecure ? 
Where no deeps, ſloughs, or dangerous bogsare found, 
But ſundry proſpects of delight are round ? 
Who'd quit ſo happy, ſo ſecure a road, 
To wade along in filthineſs and mud; 
Where paths 65 rugged are, friend joſtles friend, „ 
Each for precedency in vice contend; 5 
But ſorrow is (alas!) their journeys end? 
So is th' unwary traveller betray'd, 
When by an Ignis Fatuus miſled, | 
Mong brakes and pools, from whence the treach'rous 
guide 3 
Flies uneoncern'd, and doth his taper hide; 
Leaving the wand'ring wretch quite void of light, 
Expos'd to all the accidents of night. 

"hns far th' unhappy mortals who recede 
From virtue's paths, the tracts of vice to tread, Q 
Vhere fears and cares each wanton ftep ſucceed. $ 
Look at the monſter vice with ſtedfaſt eye, 

Vho thus devours the world's tranquillity. 

ou may diſcern the beaſt in ev'ry part, | 
By nature black, though whiten'd o'er by art; 

s ſtrumpets when diſtemper'd and unclean, 
Paint fair their outſides, when molt foul within. 

ice, thou black parent ef revenge and ſtrife, 
Thou ſhame of human race and ſting ef life; 
By thy rank bowels every ill is fed, 
rom thee all rapes and villainies proceed: 
Ambition, envy, luſt, adultery, | 
urder, rebellion, every infamy, 5 | 
Jave all their birth and nouriſhment from thee. 
hun the dark fiend, and its alluring toys, 
leject its trifles, and embrace true joys ; 

hich if you'll find, chuſe virtue for your guide, | 
oo the kind dame, and keep her by your fide, 5 
iſs her ſoft lips, and wed her for your bride. = 
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THE 


THE 
SECOND BOOK. 


.# pleaſant and profitable d iſcaurſe in defence of 2 


ried men, againſt peeviſh, fretful, ſerlding WIVES 
With ſeveral notable examples of the miſchiefs a 
miſeries which have attended their luſt and pride. 


AVING in the foregaing book laid d 
proper rules and maxims for avoiding the © art 
of a deſigning woman; I ſhall now, to deter me 
from running headzong upon a marriage“ ſtate, wit! 
out conſideration, entertain them with a diſcourſe 
their other moſt ſhameful and abominable vices, ani 
that ſomewhat longer than the former, whereby the 


may fee what vanity, miſchief, and ruin attend: 


implacable, noify, ſcolding wife. 


C H A P. I. 


T2 AT there — pens ny notorious my 


der, cheat, or villamy, throughout the worlt 
but a woman is found to be at the bottom of it; « 
this, the dying words of the many enfſnared ſouls : 
the gallows convince us daily: For the arts and d 
ſigns of an inſatiable woman are full of variety, 
trick and deſign, that it is almoſt impoſſible you 
man to be their champion without debauchery, : 
hereby engage and enter himſelf in the liſts, as 
vaſſal to their pride and luſts. 

Women are compared to many things, and ma 
innumerable troubles come galloping after the het 
of a woman, that young men rehand do 
think of; for as the world is not made all 
oatmea], nor all is not gold that glittereth, nor t 


wy to heaven is uot ſtrewed with ruſhes, ao more 
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e cradle of eaſe in a woman's lap. I thou were a 
rvant, or in before, yet when thou doſt 
- arry, thy toil is never the nearer ended; for even 
Pen, and not before, thou doſt change thy golden 
nes for a drop of honey, which pang 4 after 
rneth to be as bitter as gall. 
Yet there are young men who beat their brains and 
nd all their time in the love of women: And if 
ey get a ſmile, or but a frown at their hand, they 
it way are ſo raviſhed with joy, yea fo much, that 
ey think they have the whole world in poſſeſſion, 
t within a while after they will find that they 497 
thing to enjoy. A man may generally ſpeak 
— why x the moſt part — find them 
fembling in their deeds, and in all their actions 
bile and dangerous for men to deal withal ; for their 
Nees are lures, their beauties are baits, their looks are 


ruin. 


nented ſo bloedy a war, by the excellent features 
her face, between the Greeks and Trejans, that the 
| loſt both their lives and honours therein: She 


dented fincerely ; for being advanced in age (as is 


WO 
+ ported by James Bergonne 1n his Supplement of the 
"5 Whronicles) and defirous to fee her face, the called 


2 looking-glaſs, and beholding it fo withered, 

id all the 49 tarniſhed, ſhe fell a laugh» 
, and in that mood blamed the follies of thoſe, 
o for her ſake had endured ſ many troubles; a- 


ould cauſe the fuin. of ſo many brave cities, and 
c or note ſo many thouſand gallant men, and 

warriors? Theſe were the dying words of 
at molt excellent beauty. 


dhat, ſucceeded in the kingdom, his brothers 


ts, and their words charms, and all er | 
Helena, once the paragon aan = 


erwards, remembring herſelf on this fatal buſineſs, 


12 the, is it polible thet fach © countenance . 


King Jon, aher the death of his fucker Jeka- 
Ulec beate Fallen imo , and the run 
T both 
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both of him and his kingdom — enſuing, the 33 
ſcripture gives this account thereof, ant imputes ii ih 
wholly to his unlyppy wife; Filia quippe Ahab uxor br 
ejus, & fecit malum, in conſpectu domini. He hadi bt 
Athalia, the daughter of Ahab and Jezabel, to hie th 


| wife, importing, that it was no marvel this prince A 
þ 4 | was ſo wicked, and guilty of ſo great crimes, having 4 
1 ſo wicked a wife for his companion. And in the third m 
of the Kings, the ſame ſcripture, ſearching the cauſe MW a: 

of the miſeries and abominations of Ahab, ſaith af. vi 

5 ter this manner; Jezabel his wife, &c. Conſultavii en 
enim, aum Jezabel uxore ſua & abominabilies factu d. 
eſt. in tantum ut ſe quetur idola quez ſecerum Amor. 

Philo Judæ notes, in the firft book of the life of 
Moſes, that Balak, king of Afia, whoſe power ex: 
tended itſelf throughout the greateſt part of the eaſt, 
never dorſt enterprize upon the Iſraelites, till he had 
* conſulted his divines, and particularly had ſent for 
BF Balaam, that falſe prophet, who, though conſtrained} a 
2D by the ſpirit of God to ſpeak truth, nevertheleſs, not MW 2 
2 to leſe the favqur of that prince, he adviſed him, - 
_\ that the only way to effect his deſigns, and ruin that d 
* people, was, by ſending his women among them, » 
a 

c 

1 


whom he ſhould adern and dreſs as laſciviouſly as 
"2 could be; which purpoſe the ſaid women effe&ually 
brought about by their allurements, fo that the 
E _ . greateſt part of their youth ſubjected themſelves to 
idolatry, before they were or might be permitted to 
1 fulfil their luſts on them; which ſo animated. Phine- 
a2ꝛ⁊s with the zeal of God's glory, and the love of con- 
=. tinence, and ſome others with him, that, falling up» 
4 on thoſe abominable perſons, they killed to the num: 
ber of twenty-four thouſand ; and ſo ſaved the hot 
from being contaminated with thoſe filthineſles, they 
gained the victory over that king, who, by the 
** che ' aforeſaid prophet, bad fo groſſy cor| 
| I hall my add the example of Cleopatra, who, 


-> a> ee aa = „ wh oo 
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a3 Plutarch ſaith, was the rock on which Mark An- 
thony, that valiant and great captain, daſhed and 
broke himſelf to pieces, by his impure pleaſures : 
but ſhe not only ruigeil him, but was the cauſe of a 
thouſand troubles to the ſtate of Rome. Marc 
Aurelius, that wiſe prince, affirms, that the fire of 
Etna was not ſo hurtful to Sicily as this wicked wo- 
man to every canton of the empire. Te conclude, 
as virtuous women are given us 0 heaven, to alle-- 
viate the miſerics of our aatu'2, fo are the bad born 
exprefsly to vex men, and to oppote and ruin all their 
defigng and good fortune. Fs 

The old proverb is, He that hath a fair wife, and 
a white horſe, ſhall never be without troubles; for a 
woman that hath a fair face, it is ever matched with 
a cruel heart, and their heavenly looks with helliſh 
though:s ; their modeſt countenances with mercileſs 
minds; for women can both lie and flatter, they are 
ſo canning ia that art, 25 if me) nad been bound 
apprentices to the trade; ih have a Siren's ſony to 
allure thee, and Circe's cunning to inhance these: 
And they bear two tongues in one mouth, like Ju- 
das, and two hearts in one bre2it, like Magus, the 
one ſull of ſmiles, and the other ſail of frowns, and 
all to deceive the ſimple and plaia - meaning man; th 
can, with the fatyr, out of one mouth blow bath 
hot and cold. N 

But what of all this? why nothing but to tell thee, 
that a woman is better loſt than found; better for - 
ſaken than taken. St Paul faith, that they who mar- 
ry do well, but he alſo faith, that they who marry” 
not do better: And he, (no doubt) was well adviſ- 
ed in what he ſpuke. Then if thou be wife keep 
thy head out of the halter, and take heed, before 
thou haſt cauſe to curſe thy hard penny- worth, or 
wiſh the prieſt breathlefs that knit the knot. 

The opinions of the ancient Philoſophers were fo 

hard of marriage, that they never delighted therein: 
for Pythagoras, being aſked why he gave his daugh- 

| 1 | C 2- . ter 


and if diſhoneſt thou wilt be weary cf thy life, for 
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ter in marriage to one of his greateſt encmies, pre - he 
ſently anſwered, 5 me 
Nthi illi poteram dare deterius. ha 
3. e. J could not give him a worſe thing, or revenge I if 
myſelf better of him, woman being the moſt abomi · ſl re 
nable and wicked thing in the whole world. Ano- 
ther being aſked why he married not, anſwered, that on 
it was too ſoon; and aſterwards, when he was old, A 
| ke was aſked the fame queſtion, and he ſaid, then it Ml th 
was too late. And further he faid, that a married WW te: 
man has but two good days to be looked for, that is, Ie 
the marriage day. and the day of his wife's death: . 
For a woman will feed thee with honey, and poiſon I bt 
thee with gail. Diogenes was fo dogged that he 
abhorred all women; and Auguſtine withed that he IM at 
had lived wifeleſs, and died childleſs. = 7” 
| Socrates being queſtioned, whether it were better f 
ta marry or to live lingle? made anſwer, whichſoever 3 
way thou doſt it will repent thee, for if thou marrieſt li 
not, then theu wilt live difcontented, and die with- { 
out ifue, and fo perhaps a ſtranger ſhall poſſeſs thy e 
geods; and if thou doſt marry, thou ſhalt have con- 


tinual vexation; her Cowry will be often caſt into f 
thy diſh> if ſhe do bring wealth with her. Again, 
if ſhe complains, rhen ker kinsſolk will bend their Wl a 
brows, and her mother will {;--ak her pleaſure by thee: Ne 
And if thou marricſt only for fair looks, yet thou Wl a 
may'ft ſtay to go withcut them, when thou lookeſt t 
ſor them; and if thou marrieſt one that is fruitful in \ 


bearing children, then will thy care be the more ir.- 
* creaſed, for little doth the fatter know what will be 
"the end of his children; and if ſhe be barren thou 
wilt loath her, and if honcſt thou welt fear her death, 


then thou muſt ſupport her in all her actions, and 

that will be ſuch a perpetual burthen unto thee, that 

thon hadft even as good draw water continually to fill 

a bottomleſs tub. . 

A gentleman, cn a time, faid to bis friend, I can 
| RE „„ be'p 
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help you to a good marriage for your ſon; his friend 
madre him anſwer, my ton, faith he, ſhall {tay till he 
hath more wit. The gentleman replied again, faying, ' 
if ye marry him not Þefore he hath wit, he will ne- 
rer marry fo long as he liveth. 

Demettas buried three wives, an} yet never we! 
one handkerchief ; nor ſhed ſo much as one tear: 
And Ulyfles had a dog that loved him well, and when 
that dog died he wept bitterly ; but he never ſhed one 
tegr when his wife died. Wherefore, if thou marri- 
eſt without money, and only for bare love, then thou 
wilt afterwards with forrow ſay, that there is more 
belongs to houſe keeping than four bare legs is a bed. 

What man can live with his hands in Ris boſom, 

and buy meat in the market for honeſty, without mo- 
ney? where there is nothing but bare walls, it is a 
fit houſe to breed beggars in the world; yea, there 
are many that think when they are married they may 
live by love ; but if wealth be wanting, hot love will 
ſoon be cold, and your hot deſires will ſoon be quench- - 
ed with the ſmoke of poverty: to what end then 
ſhall we live in love, fectag it is little leſs to be 
feared than death? for all thy money waſtes in toys, 
and is ſpent in banquetting, and all thy time in ſighs * 
and ſobs, to think upon the trouble and charge that 
commonly cometh with a wife; for commonly women 
are proud without profit, aud that is a good purga- 
tion fer the purſe, and when thy purſe is light, 2 c 
will thy heart be heavy. 

Humility is fo valuable in a woman, that ſhewing 
irlelf upon occafion, no man can tax her with imper - 
ſections, fo as to obſcure that goodneſs which is be- 
lieved to be in her; her humility makes her ſuch as 
men could know and deſire. The prophet Nathan, 
in ſetting forth the quality of a good woman, found 
nothing better to his purpoſe than a neep, the gent- 
left and meekeſt of alt creatures, as we may fee in 
his parable to King David, in the matter of adultery ' 
| which he had committed with Bathſhcba, There der . 
DOE | _—_ aith - 
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faith he, a poor man who had nothing in che world 0 
t 
| 
| 


- 


but a poor ſheep, &c. Mark how he calls the wiſe 
of Uriah a ſheep, for ſo ought every good wife to be 
pleaſant, humble, fi'ent, ard obedient to her huf- 
band, as a ſheep to its ſhepherd ; and the kuſband 
ought to treat, keep, nouriſh and maintain her as 
kis ſheep, and love her as his darling, Whereupon 
I add with the wiſe man, that ſuch a woman is a 
favour from heaven beſtowed upon man, Gratiæ ſu- 
per gratiam mulier caſta & pudica. And again, Ma- 
{ieris lenæ beatus vir. But of this before. 

That which is further obſervable in the fame place 
ie, that God oftentimes recompences the good works 
 _* __ of man by the offer of a virtuous wife, Pars bor: - 

mulier bena in parte timentium Deum, debitur vero pro 

ſactis bonis. 5 3 5 5 
Solomon ſaith further in his Proverbs, that parents 
give unto children means and riches, but it is God 
that giveth unto them prudent and difcreet women : 
D:mus & diviie dantur a pares bus, a Domino an 
tem proxenit uxor frudentis. The Hebrew text is 
more emphatical, having theſe words, Domus & di- 
vitiæ hareditas patrum ; figuifying, that good and 
bad children ſucceed alike to the goods and eſtates 
gained by their parents care and induſtry ; but wo- 
men, being not the goods of fortune, God beſtows 
the good only to ſuch as fear hin and obſerve his 
| Aa pa The fame is likewiſe ſet down by 
the royal prophet ; for having promiſed, bleſſed are 
they who fear the Lord, and walk in his ways; ha 
adds preſently the reward to follow: His wife ſhall 
be as a fruitful vine (that is reclus'd or ſhut up in 
the moſt ſecret part of the houſe, or) on the ſides of 
his houſe, fignity wg by theſe words, a lateribus do- 
mis tus. To which purpoſe St Paul, ſpeaking of 


| the lonelineſs of virgins, ſaith, that they ought to 

BE ans of their houſes, for inſtead of what our 
4 on hath, having care of their houſe, the Hebrew 
reads it by a hicroglyphic of a wiſe and virtuous 
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zeugte having a beaſt called the Onee at her feet, 


teaching us, that as the male of that creature is more 


feeble than the:female, which ſmpaſſeth him in con- 
rage and valonr, fo ought a wiſe daughter to appear 
more vigerevs than a man in refifting thoſe flattering 
courtefies, in deceitful wantonneſſes, the impertinent 
and flippery feet of heady young flers, who make 


much of them to no other purpoſe than to deſtroy 


and ruin their koncur and reputation; and as that 
«reature delights rot in any place but in thick groves 
and wninhabited defarts, and departs not out of them 
but to ſeek previſion; fo ought a wiſe and virtuous 
daughter to . a lover of foiitude, and not to depart 
ovt of her houſe, but only to the church, and em- 
ploy herſelf only in the ſervice of God, and careful 


and honeit exerciſes _ 


But if you thiok-that ſolitude is required only of 
virgins, behobl two other hieroglyphics, which makes 
it appear, that it is well becoming women of diſere- 
tion. Euſtac lib. 2. Driſmentiis, faith, that the 
ancients repreſented chaſtity two manner of ways; the 
firſt was, by portraiting a woman crowned with a 
garland woven with all forts of flowers that nature 
produces, the roſe only excepted ; ſhe wore a net for 
her garment, which covered her face, her breaſt; and 
her Bet, ſignifying the pudicity of women, to pre- 
ſerve which all Ka 
world are requiſite, except that which ſmells of Ve. 
nus and impudicity, ſignifycd by the roſe, which is 


dedicated to that goddeſs, whoſe love is unc haſt e; 


the ſecond portrait repreſented a lady crowned with 


all ſorts of precious ſtones and jewels, rubies, dia. 


monds, emeralds, and other ineſtimable riches, with 
a carbuncle in her forchead, which glittered like the 


dun, being covered with a thick robe, all her care 


being to hide her feet; ſignifying by this emblem 


of 


This 


e perfections ard flowers of the 


that the riches wherewith a woman ought. to adorn. 
herſelf ſhould not conſiſt in cloaths, but in ſpirit and 

virtue, and altho' ſhe be poor in rayment, it ſufficeth 
* if ſhe be rich in heat. = 
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This is to ſutw, that rot to go often abroad, but 
to ſtay at home, is a great ſign of tlie loyalty of 
marriage, and an aſſured token of a good woman, 
and obedient to her! ufband. But on the other fide, 
if yon defire to ſce the the marks of a proud ami 
wicked woman, take notice of theſe: ſhe will be dife 
dainful in her looks, lofty in her fpeech, ſaperciliouz 
iu ſilence, diſſolute in riots, furious in forrow, grave 
in her pace, honeft in her appearance, prone to offer 
injuries, impatient to endure them, defirous to com- 
mand, ſlow to obey, ready to do ill, backward to do 
good, unmoveable in pardon, eaſy enough to do ven- 
nce, delicate in her diet, and ambitious to play © 

the lady in all things; of which fee two examples 
for proof. 8 a 

Pliny, theQgrcat naturalitt, reports, Cleopatra, 
queen of Egypt, the moſt proud asd laſcivious that 
ever was, obſcrving Mark Anthony to exceed all men 
in the ſumptoutneſs of his feaſts and banquets, en- 
tertaining his gueils with the moſt choice and excel- 
leat viands that could be had, cut of ambition and 
emulation, vttered ſome words in diſparagement of 
his treatments, giving out, that they were nothin 
near the eoſt and value of thoſe that ſhe would pre- 
vide and prepare: Of which he being advertiſed, - 
having taken Lucius Plaudius for judge in the diffe- 
rence, demanded of what the cou'd do more magui · 
ficently than he; this proud moo without any 
other reply, haviag two pendants in Er ears, ſet with 
two ineſtimable pcarls, which were doubtleſs the chief 
works of nature, took one of them, and having dif- 
folved it in vinegar, ſhe drank and ſwallowed it down - 
in the prefence of Mark Anthony, which Lucius 
ſeeing, and regretting ſo great a waſte, clapt his 
hand upon the other, and prevented the ſwallowing. 
down of that; and the better to pleaſe and pacity - 
her, gave fentence of victory on her fide; although 
Mark Anthony was much troubled thereat. Bue- 
Lucius forbore not to take the peard, and dividing” 
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it into two, he made thereof two ear pendants for 
the ſtatue of Venus, which was in the Pantheon at 
Rome. | 

The ſecond hiſtory is of a wife of the Duke of 


Venice, named Dominica Sylvia, whom he had ta- 


ken in Cormantinople. Axthon. Sabellicus, in his 
firſt Decad. Lib. 5. Tom. 1. Sect. 84. reports, that 
this woman, puffed up with pride and arrogance, was 


ſo delicate in her meat and drink, ſo curious of her 


body, and ſo-nice to be ſerved, that ſhe had not on- 
ly perfumes of muſks, civet, ambergreaſe, and other 
{weet odours, in every corner and nook of her cham- 
ber, even to trouble the heads uf thoſe that entered 
in; but was ſo delicate, I ſay, that ſhe would not 
only be ſerved with a common and ordinary water to 
waſh herſci& but commanded her ſervants every morn= 
ing to take off the dew of heaven from the moſt 9- 
doriferous plants and herbs for her uſe ; and mere- 


over, ſhe would. not touch with her fingers the meat 


ſerved on her table, but taking it with golden forks, 
ſhe would in that manner put it into her mouth ; 
though at laſt her prodigious delicacy coft her dear: 
For heaven, not able longer to endure the inſolent 
pride of this ſyren, inflifted a phthiſis or a confump- 


tion in her whole body, that not one of her domeſtic _ 


ſervants or grooms could endure to come near her, aud 
to died in a loathſome, flinking condition. 

Alas! the pride of a woman is like the dropſy, 
for as drink increaſeth the dauglit of the one, even 
lo mongy enlargeth the pride of the other: Thy 
purſe muſt be * open to feed her fancy, ard fo 
thy expences will Le great, and yet perhaps thy get- 


. ting ſmall: Thy houſe mult be ſtored with coſtly 
ſtuit, and yet perhaps thy ſervants ſtarving for lack 


of meat: Thou mult diſcharge the mercer's book, 
and pay the haberdaiker's man; for her hat muſt be 


continually of the new faſhion, and her gown of fineſt 
wool, She mult likewiſe have ker jewel and patch - 


box, eipecially if ſhe Le beautiful ; for then com 
e | : monly 


_- 
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moaly beauty aud pride go together, and a beautiful 
woman is the moſt part coltly, and no good houfe- 
wife; then no ſervant will abide her fierce crueity ; 


and if ſhe be honeſt and chaſte, and a good houſe. 


wife, then commonly ſhe is jealous. . 

If ſhe be fair and beautiful, ſhe will ring you ſuch 
a peal, that one would think the devil waz come from 
hell, ſaying, I might have had thoſe that would have 
maintained me like a woman, whereas now I go like 
nobody; but Vil be maintained if you are kanged 
for it. Thus ſhe! tormeat you, ſhedding abundance 
of diſſembling tears; for women weep when they 
pleaſe. Do but vex a woman never fo little, fh2 
will preſently put finger in the eye and cry, at which 
many a fooliſh man will flatter her, and beg her to 


be quiet; but that ſpoils all, for the more the is in- 


treated, the more ſhe will cry, and is no more to be 
pitied, than to ſee a gooſe go bare-foot z for as they 
command their tears, ſo have they words at will, 


and oaths at pleaſure. I never knew a woman that 


would not ſwear in defence of her own honelty, and 


ſtand ſtifly to it, though ſhe'd bluſh to ſwear in win - 


ter, for fear of catching cold, and in ſummer, leſt 
the ſun melt it away. 1 

Many will be apt to ſay, what J write is true, yet 
they cannot beware of the devil, until they are plun- 


ged with his dam. Some will never take warning, 


and therefore deſerve no pity. And what ar women 
that men are ſo greedy after them? Some indeed are 


more beautiful than others, but as to the reſt, they are 


alike, and Joan is as good as my lady in the dark. 
But let me tell thee, if thou marrieſt a woman of 


evil report, her diſcredit will be a ſpot in thy brow, 
thou canſt not go in the ſtreet with her without mo- ks, 


nor amongſt thy neighbours without jeers, and com- 
monly the faireſt women are ſooneſt inticed to yield 


to vanity ; he that hath a fair wife and a whetſtone, 


every one will be whetting thereon ; and a caſtle is 


hard to keep when it 45 aſfaulted by many; and fair 


women 
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women axe commonly catched at ; he that marrieth 
a fair woman, every one will wiſh his death to enjoy 
her, and if thou be never fo rich, yet but a clown in 
caution, then will your fair wife loſe her credit to 
pleaſe her fancy ; for as a diamond hath not its fplen- 
dor but in gold, no more hath a fair woman her full 
praiſe but in the ornament of her finery, by which 
meansthereare many women whoſe beauty has brought 


their huſbands into poverty and ſhame, by their pride 


and whoredom. A fair woman commonly will go 


like a peacock, and her huſband muſt go like a wood- 


cock. 


Indeed it is prepoſterous to ſee the mad tricks of 
moſt women, for they will be merry one hour and 
the next fad ; now laugh, then weep ; now fick, and 
preſently weil; all things they do not like are worſe 
than nothing; and if they be never ſo bad, if they 
are pleaſed, there's nothing ſo good. : 

Further, it is preſent death for women to be deni - 


ed the thing which they aſk ; and yet they will de- 


{piſe things given unaſked. | 
Fer when a woman wanteth any thing, ſhe will 
fatter, and ſpeak fair; bit having her deſire ſatĩsſi 


ed, ſhe will look big, and anſwer ſtately, and ſpeak 


ſcorafully, that one would imagine they would never 
aſk any further favours: But a woman is fitly com- 
pared to a ſhip, which being never ſo well rigged, 
yet one thing or other is to be mended; and give a 
woman all ſhe can demand r9-day, yet ſhe will want 


* 


again tomorrow. 


Women are called night · eros, for that commonly 


in the night they make requeſt for ſueh toys as com - 
eth in their heads in the day. They know their time 
is in the night, when they will work a man like wax, 


and draw him as a loadſtone doth iron, and having 
once brought him to a condefcenfion, then + 
grant for an India ſilk po a furbelow ſcarf, or 


| petticoat, or a gold watch, Ke. Beſides, every Mar- 
ried man knows, that a woman will never reſt, if her 
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make her good with blows, except you beat her to 


Vith God; but this woman would make God leſs 
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mind is ſet upon a thing till ſhe has it. Aid if you 
ut her off with delays, her forehead will be-full of 
frowns, as if ſhe threatened to make clubs trumps, 
and though never a black card in thy hand ; for except 
a woman have what ſhe will, fay what ſhe lift, and 
go where ſhe pleaſe, the houſe will be ſo full of ſmoke 
you cannot bear it. 3 
It is a certain truth, that an old dog and an hun · 
gry flea, bite fore; but in my mind, a froward wo- 
man biteth ſorer ; and if you go about to maſter a 
woman, and bring her to humility, there is no way to 


death. 
. 


HAT has been ſaid, any reaſonable man would 
think, is enough to perſuade him from the 
ſnares and delufions of a ſubtle woman; but to make 
it more effectual, I will preſent you with a further 
view of the miſeries of a married life, in reiation to 
the deceitful, falſe, and inconſtant ſe x. And firſt of 
Their ambition and fuft. e 

Philo, the Jew, in his treatiſe of particular laws, 
tells us, that Paſiphae, the wife of king Minos, fell 
in love with a bull, and endeavoured to have carnal 

. knowledge of that beaſt. 3 
The learned Apuleis faith, that a certæn womma, 
called Meros, once fell into ſuch a fit of rage, that 
ſhe highly menaced the provokers of her diſpleaſure, 
aud in ſuch fury vaunted, that ſhe would diſplace 
heaven itfelf, dry up the ſea, put out the ffars, illu- 
minate hell, caſt to the ground even the creator of 
the univerſe. Behold if this be not the moſt unpa- 
ralelled, audacious boldneſs in the world, far beyond 
the pride of the devil, who attempted to be equal 


ighty than herſelf, and be ſuperior to him. 
1 the famous Perſian, ſaith, that during the 
„ 1, 0 on- 


P © 


tonſulſhip of Claudius Marcellus, Titus, and Vale> 
rius, there were put to death three hundred and eigh- 
ty Roman ladies convicted of witchcraft ; and in his 
liſt of the ſorcereſſes, he put in the firſt place He- 
cate, the Circe and Medea; fince which, the world 
by inceſtuous copulation, according to the cuſtom or 
the ſorcereſſes, hath ſtill been hated, and hell 
filled. And this goddeſs did not only preſide over 
charmers, incantators, &c. but alfo over veneficaries, 
and all ſorts of poiſon, and to whom they addreſt 
hemſelves for ſucceſs upon thoſe miſchiefs and Male- 
ia which other ſorcerers ſhould do. 

I ſhall mention one ſtory which deſerves to be tranſ- 
mitted. You may fee it in the Dæmonomany of Dr 
Bodin, and more clearly in the table of inconſiſtency 
f Dzmons, and evil ſpirits. 

The ory relates that a young girl named Magda- 
ena de la Croix, native of Cordova in Spain, bein 
jeſcended of à mean family and parentage, reſolved 
o collect ſome alms to help forward the rebuilding 
ad reſtoration of the convent of St Clare, whi 
hen went to ruin; and managed the buſineſs ſo well 
hat the monaſtery was finiſhed. This gave occafion 
o the nuns to receive her into their company, where 
certain black dæmon, like an ZEthiopian, came in- 
d acquaintance with her, being then aged between 
Land twelve years, and wrought ſo by hisdevilliſh 
licies, that he made her 4 flave to his will; mak- 
g her ſeem alſo, in a ſhort time, the wiſeſt and ho- 
e, Nett of her age: And the better to captivate hen 
ih ttirely to his obediencey ſhe was no fooner twelve 
rs old but he demanded her in marriage, whereto 
of ing her conſent, he married her upon this condi- 
on, that for the ſpace of thirty years or more, he 
dd make her equal, yea, to ſurpaſs in holineſs, all 
her profeſſion, whether monks or nuns, which 
cceeded according to her defire. Thereby there 
ſuch a familiarity between them, that this daz= 
on was forced to go to N * 
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her believe were of great repute, and gave her a ſer. 
-xitor in his place, which afſiſt ed her in all things, do- 
ing that which ſhe ought to do for her eaſe; and he 
when her dzmon returned, he told her all things to 
worthy of notice that had paſſed in the world. ye 


Among other things he told her one day of the th 
taking of Francis the firſt priſoner, and the ſpoil that th 
was {ſoon after committed at Rome, which ſhe relat. -1 


ing to the nuns, they thought ſhe knew it by the re- 
velation of ſome good angel. ge 
To make fhort the ficry, this Magdalen doing ad d 
mirable ſigns, and ſtrange wonders, which paſſed for 
miracles, together with the hoFneſs of life which 
. outwardly appeared, ſhe was choſen abl.eſs of th 
monaſtery, to the ſatisfaction of all the religion 
therein, and behaved herſelf ſo well in this charge“ 
that. nothing was to be cc mplained of in her. OP 
teſtivals ſhe was ſo fervently devout, that ſhe has beet 
Eed up three cubits high from the ground, havin; 
often in her hands the image of our Lord, ſkewing 
at times a head of bair reaching down to her ancles 
which diſappeared pretently. Being at maſs, -thi 
Partition wall of the choir would open- of itfe] 
ſometimes to give a more commodious fight of th 
holy Hoſtia, and (which is very ſtrange) the priel 
having conſecrated the hoſts to the. number of tk 
nuns preſent, found thet he. had one too few, belief 
ing that ſome good angel had reſerved to give it half 
himſelf. - And indeed, ſome of the religious diff 
ſometimes ſee the hoſt come to her in the air, a 
this. very hoſt did leap in her mouth, which ſhe ſhewif 
ed them publicly. 55 | 
This to augmented her credit and reputation e 
holineſs, that popes, emperors, kings and prince 
ſent letters, recommending themſelves to her praye 
The Spaniſh princeſſes were firſt deceived ; for tl 
wife of Charles the Vth ſent her ſwadling-cloathes | 
wrap her fon Philip the IId in, that ſhe ſhould biel 
them with her own mouth. But ſhe did ſo mar 


| 
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wonderful things, that at laſt the nuns began to take 
her for a witch, whieh ſhe perceiving, and God 
touching her by degrees with his grace, the thirty 
years of her covenant being fora after expired, about 
the year 1546, ſhe acunicd herſelf, and confeſſed to 
the viſitors of the order, that ſhe had known this 
demon from the age of twelve years, continuing 
therein from thirty and onward ; and having made a 
general con feſſion, begged their affiſtance, when the 
demon, who had ſo long bewitched her, ſeeing her 
reſolution, endcavoured by all means to diſſuade her; 
dat not being able to effect it, was conſtrained to 
cave her, who the better to expiate her fin, was put 
Jia priſon, where ſhe underwent a hard and auſtere 
penance, till at laſt ſhe obtained pardon of it from 
pope Paul the IVth. | N 

By this we may in ſome meaſure ſee what pleaſure 
the devil takes in poſſeſſing an ambitious, hypocriti- 
cal woman; one wWio though the hath a beautiful 
out ſi le, and her tongue as ſmooth as oil, and as ſoft 
8 ls, and her words as ſweet as honey; nay, if the 
i was extremely witty, and had a bag of gold for 
Pealtu, a thouſand to one but ſhe would fly retire» 
ment, aid love to go where ſhe may get acquaintance, 
r acquaintance bringeth familiarity, and familiarity 
Wers all fallies abro ch; and certainly if a woman 
ha ug gadding, ſhe will pawn her honelty to pleaſe 

er fancy. 
"Y And 4 ſupport her extravagancies, men muſt be 
It all the coſt, and yet live by the loſs; a man muit 
ake all the pains, ind women ſpend the gains. A 
Wan may watch and ward, fight and defend, till the 
ground, and labour in the wneyard, and whatever 
e gets in ſeven years, a woman will ſquander away 
n one; and yet little enough to ſerve her turn, but a 
great deal too little to get her good will: Nay, if 
ſou give her never ſo much, and if your perſon. 
Wleaſe not her humour, her honeſty will not be worth 
Þ halfpenny at the year's end: For then her breaft 


will 
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will harbour an envious heart full of malicious poiſon ; 
her head will deviſe villainy, and her hands, be ready 
to put it in execution. 3 | 
And what then ſhall we call her, but the _—_ 
of Satan, whoſe head, hands, heart, mind and ſou 
are wicked? For women are called the hook of all 
evil, becauſe men are taken with them as fiſh, for n 
women have a thouſand ways to deceive you, and all  n 
ſuch. fools as are ſuitors to them. Some they keep iff x; 
on hand with promiſes and flattery, and ſome they a 
delay with daliance, and ſome they pleaſe with kiſſes: © 6; 
They lay out the folds of their hair to entangle men ¶ ec 
in their love; betwixt their breaſts is the valley of  & 
deſtruction, and in their beds are hell, ſorrow and I 
repentance. Eagles eat not men till they are dead, la 
Þut women devour them alive. A woman will — lu 
Four packet, empty your purfe, laugh in your face, ¶ of 
and cut your throat; they are ungrateful, perjured, 
Tull of fraud and deeeit, inconſtant, waſpiſn, toyiltesW ed 
light, fullen, proud, diſcourteous and cruel; and yet the 
they were by God created, and by nature formed, her 
and therefore by policy to be avoided; for good 
things abuſed are to be refuſed, or elſe for a.month's 
. ſhe may make thee go ſtark naked ; ſhe will 
give thee roaſt meat, but beat thee with the ſpit. 
Solomon faith, he that will fufi-© himſelf to be led 
away, or take delight in ſuch women's company, is 
like a fool who rejoiceth when he is led to the ſtacks. 


St Paul faith, to avaid fornication every man may A 
take a wife. Therefore, he that hath a wife of hi bas, 
own, and yet goeth to another woman, is like a rich, 


thief who will ſteal when he hath no need. 
There are three ways to know a whore, by her 
wanton looks, by her ſpeech, and by her gait, fait! 
Solomon; and that we muſt not give our Hrength tc 
harlots ; for they are the evil of all evils, and tht 
- vanity of all vanities; they weaken the firength d 
man, and deprive the bady of its beauty, furrowe 
the brows, and maketh the eyes dim, and great! 


ortel 
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ſhorten the life of man. For though they ſeem to 
be as dainty as ſweet · meat, yet in trial, they are not 
ſo wholeſome as ſour ſauce: They have wit, but it 
is all in craft; if they love it is vehemently; but if 
they hate, it is deadly. . 0. 1 85 

Upon this very account of her alteration in this 
manner, the Holy (choſt faith, by the mouth of the 
man, that the wrath of a woman is beyond co 
rilon; for ſhe is ſuch a furnace and violent fire, that 
all the water in the world cannot quench ; eſpecially 

when this wrath proceeds from ſome hate and ran- 
cour, which ſne hath conceived againſt any perſon ; 
for then ſhe lets fly all the arrows of revenge, when, 
hke the devil, ſhe ſets all her wit at work, particu-- 
jarly againſt him that would not compiy with her 
laſt and defire, and the ſatisfaction of her pleaſure; 
of which the following is an tance, © | 

Marizce, ſeeing that Philauder her huſband return - 
ed not ſo ſoon from his voyage as ſhe wiſhed, and 
therefore imagining that 6k diidain he refuſed to viſit 
her, changed the great affection ſhe had for him for- 
merly into a great hatred, and not being able to allay 
her fury, in vengeance ſhe threw it upon three chil» 
dren ſhe had by him, giving them poifon in potion, 

t. 2nd took the like alſo herſelf, chufing and delighting 
rather to die herſelf, and ſee her children do fo, than 
to give the leaſt liberty to him who ſo paſſionately 
loved her. WS | 
Antonius Muret, in his firſt book of various leſ- 
ſons, propoſeth examples of certain women who ſhews 
d themſelves implacable enemies towards thoſe who 
vould not condeſcend to their ſilly pleaſures. . 
The firſt of them was the wife of Potiphar, who 
aving not the power to corrupt and debaueh Joſeph 
dy her alluring perfuations, aceuſed him to her huf- 
Wand for an attempt of a rape; and though this was 
Wo impoſture, and an effect of the rage of love, yet 
as he impriſoned, with chains on his feet and hands, 
e' the credulity ſhe had begot in her huſband, = 
hw | =: Po 
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The ſecond was Phedra, who becauſe ſhe could noi 
enjoy the love of Hippolitus, her fon in-law, accu - 
fed him to her huſband of having attempted her ho · 
nour, aud effected ſo much by her counterfeiting Cil- 
ſembling tricks, that Hippolitus was torn and draw 
to pieces by wild horſes. | 

The third was Antea, wife to king Protus, whoſe 
intreaties not prevailing with Bellerophon to lie with 
her, ſhe addrefſed berkelf to the king with a falſe 
charge, that he would have polluted his eonjugal and 
royal bed, and thereupon demanded bis life; which 
was taken away afterwards by the ſtratagem of a 
letter, that is ſince grown into a proverb. 

The fourth was Philionome, who being denicd her 
pleaſure by Tenis the ſon of Cygnus, accuſed him to 
-his father for having ſolicited her to uncleanneſs; 
which the father too vainly believing, commanded 
him to be inclofed in a cheit, and thrown into the 
The fifth was Hippolite, wife of Acaſtus, the 
king of Magnefia, who not gaining the affection of 
Peleus to her wanton embraces, impeached him to 
her huſband, that he would have violated and corrupt- 
ed the fidelity ſhe had for him, and fo cauſed his lire 
to be taken away. — 

The fixth was Hippodame, the wife of Pelope, 
who riding- abroad, made him believe ſhe was ex- 
tremely thirſty, which cauſed her buſband to alight 
out of the chariot. Pelops was no ſooner gone off, 
but ſhe ſollicits her charioteer, Myrtillus, to lie with 
her, which he loyally refuſed, and her huſband no 
 fooner returned, but ſhe acquainted him that Myrtil- 
tus would have forced her, which he alſo believing; 
threw the ſad wretch. into the ſea there adjoining. 

The ſeventh was the beautiful mother of Timaſian, 
wife of Conſtantine the Great, who failing of l. e 
deſign upon the chaſtity of her ſon-in-law, accuſed 
kim to his father, not of the intent of adultery 
with her, but of a greater crime; which ſo en 
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raged his father, that he forthwith forced him into 
ban hment. | _ 
The eighth was Fauſta —_— of Maximinus, 
the Egyptian, who was ſo in love with Criſpus her 
ſon-in-law, which he had by one of his concubines, 
that ſhe endeavoured by all means to intice him to 
her bed; but Ending he was not to be debauched, 
ſhe changed this ardent love into an irreconcileable 
hatred, and accuſed him to the emperor of endea- 
vouring the diſhonouring of her: Upon which the 
emperor canſed him to be flain; though afterwards 
underſtanding the falſeneſs of his wife, and the truth 
cf the fact, he commanded her alſo to die, to ſerve 
as an example to all other women, who would thus 
revenge the refuſal of their baſeneſs and impudicity, 
out of an inſupportable rage, and unſatisficd anger 
and hatred. | | 
Plato ſaith, thar women are either angels or de- 
vs; and that they either love dearly, or hate mor. 
tally: For a woman hath no mean in her love, no 
pity in revenge, nor patience in her anger; where- 
fore nothing pleaſeth or diſpleafeth a man more than 
a woman; for a woman molt delighteth a man, ar 
yet moſt deceiveth him. 5 
Theodora, a monſtrous ſtrumpet, made her brags 
to Socrates, of the vaſt conceurſe of luſty gallants 
who repaired to her houſe; and further ſaid, the 
could get away more of his ſcholars from him, than 
he could of her's from her. No marvel, cried Socra- 
tes, for your ways ſeem pleaſant and eaſy, which 
youth love to walk in; but the way to a virtuous life 
is full of briars. OY ' 
Meſſalina, wife of the emperor Claudius Czfar; 
boaſting of her intemperance, went into the public 
fiews, and proſtituted her body to all comers and go- 
ers, — en the moſt common harlot in Rome; 
that ſhe would endure mere men than fhe could, and 
won the wager, having lain with twenty-five ſeveral 
rofflans in one night, and that with ſo muck vigour; 


* . 
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and centinnance of laſt, that ſhe departed ia the 
morning wearied, not fatisaed ; and the other who 
loſt this execrable wager, for her part, had been pol: 
luted with twenty three. : 

The fair and beautiful Hynes, ſo much beloved by 
Charles VII. king of France, valued the eujoyment 
of her body at ſo high a rate, that ſhe not only en- 
riched her poor parents, but was fill ſo furniſhed 
and tored with gold and ſilver, that ſhe could leave, 
by her laſt will and teftament, threeſcore tliouſand 
crowns to the place where the was buried. 

The learned Athenæus reports another (tory (more 

rodigious than this) of Phryne the conrtezan, who 
Ly got ſo much wealth in love's combats, that ſhe 
offered to the inhabitants of Thebes, money enough 
to rebuild the walls of their city, beautified with 
one hundred goodly gates, provided they would 
place in che portals this inſcription, Alexander everit, 
Phryre amica erexit. Alexander demoliſhed them, 
and Phryae the courtezan had reared them. Plutarch 
ſpeaking of the fame woman faith, that the was fo 
confidently ſhamelets, as to offer at the table of Apol- 
lo, the ſtatue of Venus, all of pure gold, wherein 
theſe words were engraved, ex Grecorum intemperan- 
ia ; intimating that the had acquired the ſaid ſtatue 
by the Juft and intemperance of the Græcians. ; 

King Demetrius, giving but one glance of his eyes 
fuddenty upon Lamia, was taken preſently with her 
net, and ſpent eleven talents of filver upon her, which 
he had provided and appointed to pay his ſoldiers; 
and furthermore, he quite forſook his own wife, and 
never left the company of this ſtrumpet till death 

took her from him; and, after ſhe.was dead, he la- 
mented her death, kiſſed and.embraced her, and cau- 
ſed her to be buried under his window, and as often 
as he ſaw her grave he bewailed her end. 

Flora, the daughter of a king, took to it betimes, 
and followed it ſo cloſe, that it ſent her out of the 
world at the 40th year of her age. King Menelaus 

a ©". __ 


-_ 


Female Policy detected. 45 
being the firſt that made love to her, as he was march · 
ing to the wars of Carthage, he ſpent more money 
upon her than in conquering his enemies. But 
though ſhe came from a royal race, and turned proſ - 
titute, yet ſne would never admit any to enjoy her, 
but what were in ſome degree noble or great, and 
therefore affixed over her gate theſe words, king, 
prince, emperor, or biſhop, enter this place and 
welcome. Neither was this Flora ſo greedy of gold 
as the other two were; for on a time one of her fa- 
miliar friends aſking her the cauſe why ſhe did not 
make price of her love, ſhe made this anſwer, I com- 
mit my body to none but princes and noblemen, and 
I ſwear there was never man gave me ſo little, but IL 
had more than I would have aſked, or than I looked 
for : all things are at a certain rate, except love, and 
a wcman of great beauty ſhould be ſo much eſteemed 

nas ſheefſteems herfeif: ſhe died at the age of 40 years, 

and the wealth ſhe left behind her in Rome, was va- | 

med to be fo much as would have built new walls _ 

IN round about the city. | 

; Lais, that charming finger and raviſhing muſician, 

| I captivated the very body ard foul of king Pyrrhus in 

Greece, till he became a drudge to her impetuous 

luſt ; nor was ſhe therewith contented, but ſerved to $ 

ſatiate the exceſſive deſires of others in a flood of de- \ 
banchery ; always ſetting down her price, which was ; 
firſt laid down before her, and thus ſhe followed this 

| courſe of life, enriching herſelf with the fpoils of 

; I others. But alas! the belly of men in this extremity 

JZ of paſſion may make me very well fay with Demeſt · 

h hennes, who being provoked by luſt to court that Co- 

\. unchian ſtrumpet, Lais, ſhe ſaid to him, Sir, no leſs 

than a thouſand Attic drachmas ſhall perſuade me to 

n beſtow on you the favour of enjoying the tranſports 

: and pleaſures of my body: He immediately anſs er- 

, d mildly, madam, I thank you, I will not buy re. 

% pentauce at fo dear a rate. | = 

fax Was not the noble city of Troy ſacked and _— 

or 


to many in her youth: yet nevertheleſs 


of her. 
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for the fair Helena? and when it coſt many men's 
lives, and much blood was ſhed, and when they had 
got the conqueſt, they got but an harlot. By this, 


and that which followeth, thou ſhalt fee the power of 


a woman, how it hath been ſo great, and more pre- 
vaihng i in the bewitching mens wits, and in overcom- 
ing their ſenſes, then all other things whatſoever. 

It hath not only vanquiſhed kings and Cæſars, but 
it hath alſo ſurprized caſtles and countries; nay, what 
is it that a woman cansot do who knows ber po aer? 
Therefore Ray not alone in the company of a woman 


truſting to thy own challity, except thou be more 


ſtrang than Sampſon, more wiſe than Solomon. or 
more holy than David; for theſe and many more 
have been ove: come by the {weet nticements of wo- 
men, as thou ſhalt read hereafter. 

Ariſtippus deſired ſweet meat for his belly, and A 
fair woman for his bed. 

But, in my mind, he that lays bis net to catch a 


fair woman, may chance to fall in the tnares xhis h 


are laid for woodcocks: Ther f e I do at-wauih 
young men, and adviſe old men, 955 [ coutel fim- 
ple men, and warn all men, lat they fly from a 
wicked woman, as from a p<i:.jeace, oi els fhe ill 
make them fly in the end. 

Arittotle. for keeping compary with a quec of 
Athens was fain to run away o fave himteif' from 
punithment, and yet he haelt there, and wrote 
many books, for the ſpace f thicty years. 

Again, Sampſoa aud He: cules, for all their great 
ftrengih and conqueit of giants and moatter; 5, yet 
the one yielded his club at Dajanira's feer, and the 
other revealed his ftrength to Dalilah, and paid his 
Hfe for his folly. 

Plato, for all his great Philoſophy and knowledge, 
keept company with Archeneſſa, when ſhe was old, 
and forſaken by her lovers; for the had given herſelf 

Ke fo lov- 
ed her, that he wrote many verſes in commendation 
Aſo 
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Alſo Socrates, for his gravity and wiſdom, is re- 
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nowned throughout all the world, yet he moſt dearly 
Joved Alphaſis, an old overworn trumpet. Love ke 
Antiochus in Calciaia a whole winter, for one maid 
that.he fancied there, to his great- hindrance; and 
king Hannibal in Capus a long ſeaſon, laying his 
other neceſſary affairs aſide, which was no ſmall hin- 
drance to him; for in the mean while his enemies in- 
vaded a great part of his country. | Likewiſe Julius 
Cæſar continued in Alexandria a long ſeaſon, not 
for the love of one, but he luſted after many, to his 
great infamy and difgrace. The great captain Ho- 
lofernes, whoſe fight made thouſands to quake, loſt 
his life, and was ſlain by a woman. Was not He- 
rod's love fo great to a woman, that he cauſed John 
the Baptiſt to loſe his head for her ſake? wherefore 
to avoid the fight, time is the beſt razor to cut 
the occaſion of the evil which cometh by women ; 
for had nat Holofernes ſeen the beauty of Judith, 
and marked the fineneſs of her foot, he had not loſt 
his head by her. If Herod had not feen Herodias's 
daughter dance, he had not raſhly granted her St 
John the baptift's head. Had not Eve feen the ap- 
ple, and ſo been tempted with the beauty of the 
ſerpent, who, as our ſchool men de write, ſhewed 
„ Mitfelf like a fair young man; had not ſhe ſeen it, I 
n | fay, ſhe had not eaten thereof, to her own grief, and 
te {| many more. By fight the wife of Potiphar was mov- 
ed to luſt after her ſervant Joſeph. It is faid of Se- 
at Iniramis of Babylon, that after her huſband's death 
a ſhe waxed ſo unfatiable in carnal luſt, that two men 
he Dat one time could not Tatisfy her defire, and fo by 
* her unſatiableneſs, at length all Perſia a full 'of 
whores: and of one fair Rodolphe in Egypt, who 
was the firſt noted woman in that country, that at 
length all the whole country became full of trumpets. 
ls it not ſtrange, that the ſeed of one woman ſhould 
breed fuch woes unto all men? woes which are per- 
etually tormenting them day and night; that will 


days. What ſhall I ſay for or againſt her? or what 


gary and bondage: again, the pains will be double, 


_ undertake to waſh a blackmoor white: for common» 


ſtripes, thou muſt beat her to death. One having 


| becauſe thou haſt a wife that is able to maintain 
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perſuade man out of his reaſon, and then exhauſt 
his ſtrength and treaſure; but, alas! fuch is the ſtate 
of married men, eſpecially thoſe who have yoked 
themſelves to widows, that double plague of man's 
life, that ſubtle thief, who is not content with 
due benevolence, but take all opportunities to ſteal 
away the marrow of a man's bones, and ſhorten his 


for or againſt him? I will cry aloud, and pronounce 
woes againft that miſerable wretch that is married to 
a widow ; for a widow will be the cauſe of a thou- 
ſand woes: yet there are many that wiſh themſelves 
no worſe matched then to a rich widow; but thou 
doſt not know what grief thou joineſt with thy 

ains; for if ſhe be rich, ſhe will look to govern, and 
if ſhe be poor, then thou art plagued both with beg- 


in regard of him who marrieth with a maid, for thou 
muſt unlearn thy widow, and make her forget her 
former corrupt and diſordered behaviour; which if 
thou take upon thee to do, thou hadit een as good 


ly widows are ſo froward, ſo waſpiſh, and fo ſtub- 
born, that thou can'ſt not wreſt them from their 
wills; and if thou thinkeſt to make her good by 


married a froward widow, fhe called him thief, and 
many other unhappy names ; ſo he took and cut her 
tongue out of her head; but ſhe afterwards would 
make the ſign of the gallows with her finger to him. 

It is ſeldom or never ſeen, that a man marrieth 
with a widow for her beauty, or for her perſonage, 
but only for her wealth and riches : if ſhe be rich and 
beautiful withal, then thou matcheſt thyſclf to a ſhe- 
devil ; for ſhe will go like a peacock, and thou like 
a woodcock ; ſhe will hide thy money to maintain 
her pride, and if thou art at any time deſirous to he 
merry in her company, ſhe will ſay thou art merry, 
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thee, if 
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thee, whereas before thou was a beggar, and had 
nothing; and if thou ſhew thyſelf ce ſhe will fay 
thou art fad, becauſe thon canſt not bury her, and 
thereby enjoy what ſhe hath: if thou make proviſion 
to fare well in thy houſe, ſhe will hid thee ſpend that 
which thou broughteft thyſelf: if thou ſhew thyſelf 
ſparing, ſhe will fay thou ſhalt not pinch her of that 
which is her own; and if thou doſt any thing con- 
trary to her mind, the will ſay the other huſband was 
more kind: if thou chanceſt to dine from home, ſhe 
will bid thee go ſup with thy harlots abroad: if thou 
goeſt abroad, and ſpend any thing before thou comeſt 
bome, ſhe will ſay, a beggar I found thee, and a 
4 {bezgar thou meaneſt to leave me: if thou ſtay al- 
ways at home, ſhe will ſay thou art happy thou haſt 
gotten a wife that is able to maintain thee idle: if 
thou carve her the beſt morſe] on the table, though 
er he take it, yet ſhe will take it ſcornfully, and ſay, 

ie {ſhe had a huſband that would let her cut where ſhe 
ad Miked herſelf: and if thou come in well diſpoſed, 
ne {thinking to be merry, and entreating her with fair 
b. words, the will call thee diſſembling hypocrite, ſay- 
eir Jing, thou ſpeakeſt me fair with thy 1 but thy 
by art is on thy minions abroad. Now theſe are the 
ng frantic tricks of froward widows ; they are neither 
nd vel] full nor faſting ; they will neither go to church 
\er nor ſtay at home, {I mean in regard to their impa- 
uld tient minds :) for a man ſha'l never be at quiet in 
n. ker fight nor out of her ſight : and if thou be out of 
eth ler fight,. thy conſcience will torment and trouble 
ge, ty mind, to thiuk on the purgatory which per 
and force thou muſt endure when thou goeſt home. She 
he- vill make clubs trumps when thou haſt never a black 
ike Neard in thy hand; for with her cruel tongue ſhe will 
ain ring thee ſuch a peal, that one would think the de- 
vil was come from hell; befides this, thou ſhalt have 
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be 
E branded at, like a hell hag, with a pair of paps 
tain ke a pair of dung pots, that ſhall bring in thy din- 
hee, 


ter; for thy widow will not truſt thee a wench that ig 
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handſome in thy boufe : now, if that upon juſt oe. 
_cafion thou throweſt the platters at thy maid's head, 
ſeeing the meat brought in by ſuch a flut, and fo 
fAuttifhly dreſſcd, then will the widow take pepper in 
the noſe, and flarap, and ſtare, and look ſour, as if 
ſke had been come but even from eating of crabs, 
N if thou hadſt not married me, thou wouldſt 
have been glad of the worſt morſe] that is here: then 
thou again replieſt, ſaying, if I had not been fo mad, 
the devil himſeif would not have Lad thee : and then 
without cauſe thou blameit her old age of jealouſy, 
and of hiding her money, and for coaveying away 
her gocds, which thou haſt bought with the diſplca - 
ſure of thy friends, and diſeredit to thyſelf, in regard 
of ker tears: then again, ſhe on the other fide ruu- 
neth about to her neighbours, and there ſie thun - 
dereth out a thouſand injuries that thou doeſt her, 
ſaying, my corn he ſendeth to market, my catile he 
ſendeth to the fair, and u hate ver he openly findeth 
be takes away by force, and what I pick ſecretly he 
privily ſtealeth it away, and playeth away all my 
money at dice: lo, thus he cenſumeth my ſubſtance, 
and yet hateth my perſon: no longer than I feed 
him with money can I enjoy his company: now 
ke hath his defire, he gives me nothing but croſs an- 
ſwers and bad uſag2; and yet, through pure love, 
I married him with nothing, but now his bad huſ- 
bardiy is like to ruin me and my children; and in 
the midſt of, this harangye, remembers to tell of her 
good houfewifery, hug I fit working all day at my 
needle, and he, like a ipendthrift, runneth whoring 
abroad. Thus they are always ſtretehing debate up- 
on the rack of vengeauce. | 
$0 here is a life, but it is as weariſome as hell: 
for if they kiſs in the morning as friends, yet before 
neon they are ready to throw the houſe out of the 
window. 33 „ | | 
The papiſts affirm, that heaven is won by-purgato- 
Ty ; but, in my opinion, a man can never come into 


to bury her, 
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a wor ſe purgatory than to be matched with a froward 
widow, He that matcheth him {:if to a widow and 
three children, matcheth kimſ-f to four thieves. 
One w_ married with 2 widow, it was his luck 


ut not before he was {ere troubled with 
her: for afterwards, lyiag on his death-bed, his 
friends exhorted him to pray God that his ſoul might 
rell in heaven: aud he aſked them this queſtion, hi · 
cher, ſaid he, do you think my wife is gone? and 


they anſwered, no doubt but ſhe is gone to heaven 


before you. He replied, I care not whither I go, fo 
I go not where ſhe ia, leſt I meet her, and be plagn- 
ed as formerly. | 15 5 
Another being married to a' widow, one day at 
ſermon heard the preacher ſay, whoſoever will be ſav- 
ed, let him take up his croſs and follow me. This 
mad fellow, after ſermon was ended, took his wife 
upon his back, and came to the preacher, and ſaid, 
here is my crefs, I am ready tofollow thee whither . 
thou wilt. 5 . 
Another having married with a wide, who look , 
ed like a faint abroad, but was a devil at hone, a 
friend of his told him, that he had gotten a good, 
ſtill and quiet wife. Truly, cries he, you are miſta- 
ken, my ſhoe is fair and new, but v gore it piacheth 
me you know not. + 1 | 
Another merry companion having married a widow, 
and carrying her to France, there ſuddenly aroſe a 


great ſtorm, inſomuch that they were all in danger of 


drowning; the mafler of the ſhip called to%his men, 
and bid them throw over board the heavieſt goods in 
the ſhip: the married man, hearing him ay le, took 
his widow, deſigning to throw her over board; and 


being aſked why be did fo? ſaid, that he never felt 


any thing in all his life fo heavy to him as ſhe had 
been. | | 
Another having married a widow, within a while 


| after ſhe went into the garden, and there fnding her 


lnſbang's ſhirt, ha r clove by the maid's ſmotk, went 


E 2 pre- 
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preſently and hanged herfeif, out of a jealous son- 
ceit of her's. A merry fellow aſked the cauſe af 
it, and being told it was jealouſy, it is a pity, fa:d 


he, every trce did not bear ſuch fruit. 


By this time you may think I have ſaid enough 
concerning widuws ; but the further I run after them, 
the further 1 am trom them, for they are the ſum of 
de ſeven deadly fins, the friends of Satan, and the 

ates of hell. Now methinks I hear fome ſay, that 

I ſhould have told them this leſſen ſooner, for phyſie 


comes too late when the patient is dead, and too late 


cometh advice when there is no cure. 


But I ſay, it 


is better late than never; for it may be @ warning to 
make other people wiſe. Again, it may be a warn- 
ing for young men to avoid luſtiag after them, which 
cauſeth you to cemmit ſuch wickedneſs, that ſtamps 
on your fort hends everlaſting ſhame aud infamy ; and 


O 


women are calily wooed, and foon wen; got by an 


apple, and lol by its paring. 


Young wits are foon corrupted ; women's beauties 
breed curwwus thentghts z and golden gifts cafily over- 
come wanton defires, with changing modeſt y into 
pal imes of vanity, and beiug once delighted therein, 
continue in the ſame without repentance ; become 
only the wonder of the prople, and misfortune's foot- 
ball, tcfſed up ànd down the world, with woe upon 
woe, yea, ten thouſand woes will he gallopping hard 
at ycur heels, and purlut you wherever you go : for 
thoſe of ill report cannot ſtay long in one place, but 
rove and wander about the world, and yet ever un- 
fortunate, proſpering in nothing; forſaken and cail 
out of all civil company, and full of fear, leſt autho- 
rity, with the ſword of juſtice, har them of liberty. 
Lo, thus your lives are diſpoſed, walking like night- 

_ owls in miſery, and no-comfort ſhail! be your friend, 


but only a dear bought repentance coming too late. 
Therefore believe, all you unmarried wantons, with 
grief of mind, that you have thus unluckily made 
yourſelves neither Maids, widows, or wives, but more 


vile 
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vile than dirt or filth, fit to be ſœept into the kennel. 
O then! fuffer not this world's pleafure to take from 
you the good thought of an honed life 4 but down, - 
down upon your knees, you 2: wa ſerpents, and waſh 
away your black fins with the chriſtal tears of true 
ſorrow and repentance; ſ> that when you go from 
this intieing world, you may be waned and vleatfed 
from this foul leproſy of nature, 
| Lo, thus in remorſe of mind, my tongue has ut- 
terecPto the wantons of the world, the abundance of 
my heart's grief, which I have perceived, by the 
unſceming behaviour of ze et men nd women; 
yet men for the moſt part are touched with one faults 
which is drinling too much: but it is faid of wo- 
men, that they have two faults; that is, they can 
neither ſay well, nor yet do well. 

For commonly women are the moſt part of the 
forenoon painting themſelves, and curling their hair, 
prying in their glaſs, like aper, to dreſs up themſelves 
like Bartholomew babes. - Among: men ſhe is ac- 
counted a flut, who goeth not airy in her dreſs ; - 
therefore, if thou wilt pleaſe thy lady, thou mult 
ike and love, ſue and ſerve; and, in ſpending, thou 
muſt lay in a lond; for they muſt have their mainte- 
nance, howſoever the get it, by hook er by crook, - 
our of Judas's bag, or the devil's budget : in hart, 5 
thou mut with bold neither lands uor living, ſilyer 
nor gold. 

For women will count you 2 1 pinch- penay, if you 
de not a pro ligal, and a co vard, 17 not too venture - 
lome: they eſteem non? valiant exeept they be def- 
perate ; if ſilent, a fot; if foll of words, a 3 

jdging all to be clowns, wio be not courtie 

If thou be eleanly in thy apparel, they will term 
tnee proud; if mean in garb, 1 floven; if tall, a 
boag-ſhanks; if ſhort, a dwarf; for they have ripe 
wits and ready tongues, and if they get an inch, they 
vill claim an ell; the will take thee about the neck 
with one hand, but the other ſtall be diving in thy- 


E 3 = | porker 
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pocket; and if thou let them take it in jeſt, taey 
will, if they be rot efpied, keep it in ez: nett. 

But if thy pockets grow empty, and thy revenue 
wil net hold out longer to maintain her pride and 
' Lravery, then he preſently ceaſes to make much of 
thy perſon, and will not ſtick to ſay, that ſhe cuuld 
Lave neftuwed her love on tuch 2 one, as would Kay: 
naln aint d her like a gentlewoman ; is by this m ans 
Ney werre the web of their own woe, and ſpin the 
thread of. their own thraldom. If they want; tuey 
w. want leaft, for they will cut of the Whole cicth 
ſo long as the piece will hold out. 

Is not the bee hived for his honey, the ſheep Cept 
for his fleece, the ox wrought for profit, the fow| 
piucked for feathers, and the tree grafted to bring 
torth fruit, and the carth tilled to bring forth corn! 
but what labour and colt thou befloweit upon a wo- 
man is calt away; for the will yield thee no profit at 
all: when thon haſt done all, aud given all they can 
demand. thou flialt be as well rewarded as thoſe men 
whom Aſop hired fer three halfpence a day to recite 
his fables. | | | 

Thete things beieg wiſcly conſidered, what a fo! 
art thou, to bind ihytclt to their bold behaviour, ard 
bow at their becks, and come at their calls, and fc 
lands to make them ride in their flks and fit in their 
_ j-#els, making Fill a gentlewaman, not caring a pen- 

ny fer the ſineſt, nor a fig for the proudeſt. She mull 
bo as good as the beſt, al: ho“ the Las no mare honeſty 
than to ferve her own turn, ſufferiag every man's 
fingers as deep in the diſh as thine are in the platter, 
an every man to angle where thou caiteth thy kook, 
holding up to ail that cume; not much cnlike a bar- 
| bers + #66 that fo ſcon as one knave is out another 
is in; a common kackney for every one that will ride, 
and a boat for every one to row in. Now, if thy 
riches begin to fail, then ſne bids you go by, and 
gives Jou a ſhort farewel in the devil's name. II 
taings are ſo plain, then copkider that the houſe 
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means to excuſe themſelves. 


ready at hand: Therefore take heed at firſt, fuffer 
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where ſuch 2 one keepeth her relidence, is more cdt- 
dus with flander than the carrion that affects tire air. 
Let them flatter how they will, there is no love in 
thera but from tlie teeth outward. I blazon their 
properties the plainer, and give ſtronger reatons, be- 
caufe I wovid have you loath the alluring trains of 
ſach deceitful and laſcivigus women. I have ſeen a 
whore thus pictured: Firſt, a fair young man blind, 
and in his arms a beautiful woman, with one hand in 
his pocket, ſhewing her theft, aud a ſharp knife in 
her other hand to cut his throat. | 

Now doubtleſs, you may ſay to that, yon don't 
know one woman from another, without ſome trial, 
becauſe all women are in ſhape alike; for a ſour crab 
is like a ſweet pippin. | * 

Prue it is, the raven is a bird, and the ſwan is but 
a bird: even ſo, many women are in ſhape angels, 
but in quality devils,. painted collins with rotten 
bones. The oſtrich carries fair feathers, but rank 
fleſh, The herb Molly bears a flower as white as 
ſaow, but a root as black as ink. | . 
Tho women are beautiful, ſhewing pity, yet their 
hearts are black, {welli-g with miſchief; not much 
unlike to old trees, whoſe outyard leaves are fair and 
green. and yet the body pe*tthed. If you haunt 
their houſes you will be enawoured, and if you do 
but hearker- io theſe Syrens you will be inchanted ; 
for they will allure you with amorous glances of luft, 
and kill you with hatred. They have eyes to entice, 
tongues to flatter, embracements o provoke, beac- 
ons to recal, lips to inchant, kiſſes to inflame, and 


[t is very eaſy for him, that never experienced 
himſelf ip ſuch repenting pleaſure, not to accompan 
led women, but ſuch as are exerciſed in that king 
of drudgery, have a continual deſire, and temptation 


not yourſelves to. be led away into lufty folly ; for 
| : | carnal 


=” 


* 


— 
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carnal act thin it is for a widow, and more eaſy for 
a widow than Tor her that is married, and hath her 
huſdand wanting. Tien tate heed again, for there 
is nothing got by women but repentance. 


Some thiak, that if a woman ſmile on them, ſhe 


is over head and ears in love; one would wear her 


- © love. another her garter, another her colours of 


oO 


delight; and arother {hail live aud ſpend on the ſpo ! 
which he gets f.om zu the ret. Then, if you will 
3 - the £; ad wet Sek to 
give your body to the furgeon, and your 40u13 to the 
devil, ſuch women are fit for your purpoſe. ? 
any creatures of every kind, reſemble women in 
condition; for ſome hories an uaſkiiled rider can 


hardly order; and ſome again, in ſpite of the beſt 
rider, will have a jadith trick. Some hounds by ne 


means will forſake their undertaken game; ſome a- 
gain, in ſpite of the huntſmen, will continually run 
at random: And fome men will deal if their hands 


were bound-behiad them, and ſome will rather Garve 
than ſteal. Even fo, {ſome women will not be won 
with ſeven years loving, and {ome will offead with au 


hour's liberty. _ 
Therefore if yau ſtudy two thouſand years, you 
will find a woman nothing elſe but a contraricty to 


man; and ftiil to perſevere in her new fancies, aud 


contrary. ſcrts of behaviour. If therefore all the 
werld were paper, and ail the ſea ink, and all the 


trees aud plants were pens, and every man in the 


world wese a writer, yet were 'th:y not able, wit': all 
their labour and cuanagy to ſct dow. all the crafey 


deceits of women. | 


E. HAP. II. 


I Lutarch tells us, that Maus, the monarch of the 


Aſſyrians, was fo taken with the beauty of a 
woman ſave, named Semiramis, and was ſo furiosſ y 
eaamoured af her, that he married her, and chole 


of 


her before all the ladies of his Kingdom: But inſtead 
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cf cheriſhing, valuing, or eſteeming the goodnefs 
| and favour of the king, ſhe no ſooner became miſ- 
treſs of his heart and affections, but having obtained 
by her female devices, his authority to command 
throughout the empire, and manage for one whole 
day the affairs of (tate, ſhe was no ſooner veſted there- 
with, but ſhe inftantly deprived him, not only of his 
royal greatneſs, but alſo of his life, with another of 
his familiar friends, to the intent to reiga more ſe- 
curely, and exerciſe her cruel tyrauny. 


The glory of Medea is no leſs cruel : for having 
d 


got from Jaſon all that a woman outrageouſly cou 
ſnatch from a man, ſhe contrived againit her poſte- 
rity, and againſt the quiet of her family; and to act 
her part the better, ſhe learned the magic art, to be 
ſubſervient to her, in the ruin of her whom ſhe deem- 
ed to be her rival, and to diſpleaſe him who ſo path- 
crately ſhe loved. Her cruelty was fo great that ſhe 
murdered her brother, as a pledge of her impudicity. 
Atalanta, the daughter of Schenus glorying aud 
triumphing in her beauty, (ſurpafling all of her age 


and fex) and ſwiftneſs in running, reſolved, with 
the conſent of her father, never to marry any one 


but him, who ſhouid out- run her in the race; giving 
this anſwer to all ber ſuiters, I will not refuſe to be 


the wife of the victor, and to be the laurel of 


victory, provided the vanquiſhed die by. wy own 
hand, to expiate his raſhneſs. And this bloody 
contract ſhe {o ſtrictly obſerved, that Hippomenes, 
fon of Macareus, ard graud child to Neptune, 
a molt beautiſu] young wan, coming to the courſe, 


and ſeeing the rivulets of blood at the end of the | 


career, was extremely aſloniſhed, ſaying within him- 


ſelf, Is it pcflible men ſhould be ſo blinded, to feek 


a woman amor g ſo many dangers ? But whilit he thus. 


deploring the fad fate of his miſerable co-rivals, Ata- 


anta paffed by, (whom yet he bad not ſeen) and 
when he ſaw her g'ittering like the ſun in beauty, læ 
lift up bis bands to heaven, and cried out, (being 


dezzicd 
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dazzled with ſo many miracles) pardon me, gracious 
lovers, that I have accuſed you of folly, excuſe my 
indiſeretion. which hath wrongfully condemned you, 
before I knew the price of your race, the merits of 
that rich recompence, which animated your hopes. 
Hippomenes, being thus raviſhed with the beauty 
of Atalanta, and being jealous ſome other would 
preſent himſelf before him, reſolved immediately to 
hazard his life, as the others, and enter the lifts, to 
gather the fruits of her love. | 
Atalanta, in the interim, lighted the beauty, no- 
bility, courage, and love of Hippomenes, who ex- 
poſer his life for her ſake, ſaid, with an inflexible 
heart, Why ſhould I value his life, having killed ſo 
many already? Let him die fince he deſerves it, fince 
he will deſtroy himſelf, the death of my other ſui - 
ters not being a ſufficient warning. But ſhall he die 
for having deſired to live with me? Shall he receive 
no other reward of his love than aa unjuſt fate? Why 
ſhould I have a heart fo inhuman to defire a victory 
which will load me with tbe reproaches of his blood, 
and add more to my guilt? But amidſt the ſuſpences 
of Atalanta, Venus, favouring Hippomenes, gave 
him three beautiful golden apples, which, (having 
got alittle way before her) he let fall one after auo- 
ther, aud whilſt ſhe, ſarprized with the luſtre of 
them, ſtopt to take them up, he come firſt to the 
goal, and married her. 3 
But this good ferture was not laſting: for Ata- 
Janta continuing her price, and being fo notoriouily i 
ambitious, drew upon her the fieree anger of Cybele, 
the mother of the gods, {whoſe temple fhe had pro- 
phancd with carna! pollution) who Krangely meta: 
mor phoſed them both, changing Hippomenes into a 
lion, aad Atalanta into a lioneſs, to live in woods 
and foreics, among the beats. Sk, | 
1 will recice no more hiſtories, fearing to offend 
the guouneis of wife and difcreet women, who can- 
not without Lorrcr, har ſo much difcourſe of tre 
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ernelty of thoſe who diſhonour their ſex. It ſhall 
ſuffice, I ſay, that there are women ſo rigid in au- 
thority, ſo exact in their commands, ſo punctual in 
their orders, ſo jealous in their power, and ſo impe- 
rious in their behaviour, and as it is requiſite for a 
woman to know how to command wiſely, ſa muſt ſhe 
0 be a woman that knows readily how to obey the laws 

ard orders of women. I leave themſelves to he their 
2 judges in mis, and only add, that thoſe naughty 


4 


women have a heart fo vain, a mind ſo haughty, and 


a port ſo proud and fiately, that we may wel! vindi- 
cate what is written againft them. | 


0 doubtleſs if you marry in haſte, you will repent at 


(ce leiſure. There are many troubles, which come gal- 


. Jopping at the heels of a woman, which many young 
die Inen beforehand do not think of. The world is not 
i made of oatmeal, nor is all gold that glitters; for 
hy (+ ſmiling countenance is a ſmall proof ot a merry 
4. heart; nor as the way to heaven is not ſtrewed with 
4 2 ruſhes, ſo no more is the cradle of esſe in a woman's 

p. If thou wert a ſervant, or in bondage before, 
jet when you marry, your toil is never the nearer 


5 © Faded: But even then, and not before, thou chang - 
Ks. t thy golden life which thau didft lead before, in 
» of eſpect of the married, for a drop of honey, which 


quickly proves as bitter as wormwood : And there- 
fore it is better to have two ploughs going than one 


du into fool's paradile. 


nets. eginner and maintainer of luſt. Apply yourſelf to 
me buſineſs ; for ſo long as the mind or body is in 
„Aion, the love of women is not remembered, nor 


thought upon; but if your time is ſpent idly a- 


gend Nag women, you are like one that plays with « bee, 
— nd — feels her ſting than takes her honey. 


burnt 


And therefore be not too haſty to marry; for 


Fade; and better a barn filled than a bed: Theie- 
ouily ve cut eff the occaſion, which — ways brin g 


And frſt of all ſhun idleneſs ; for idleneſs is the = 


Fel A wan cannot carry fare In his boſom md awe 
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burnt ; no mare can he live in love, for it is & life as 
weariſome as hell; and he that marrieth a wiſe, 
matches himſclf to many troubles. 

If you marry a ſtill and quiet woman, it will ſeem 
as if you rid an ambling horfe to hell ; but if with 


ane that is froward and unquiet, yon had as good 


ride a trotting horſe to the devil. In this I will not 
be my own earver, but leave it to be judped of thoſe 
who have feen the troubles, and felt the torments ; 
for none are better able to judge of women's quali- 

ties, than thoſe who have ſeen and felt them. 


It is ſaid, that a man ſhould eat a buſhel of ſalt 
with one who he means ſhould be his friend, before ff 


he put any truſt in him. And if you be ſo long in 
chuſing a friend, in my mind, you had need to eat 


two buſhels of falt with a woman, before you make 
her your wife; otherwiſe before yeu have eaten one 
buſhel with ber, you will taſte of ten quarts of ſor-if 


row; and for every drachm of pleaſure, an ounce off 


n; and for every pint of honey, > gallon of ; 

ar for every inch 4 mirth, an ell * od 

+ the beginning, a woman's love ſeemeth delight- 
ful, but endeth in deſtruction; therefore he that 

truſts. the love of a woman, ſhall be as ſure as 

that hangs by the leaf af a tree at the latter end of 
ſummer. 

There is a great 2 between the ffandi 7 

pool and running ſtream, though they are both water: 


Of two evils:therefore chuſe the leaſt. I do not ad 


viſe you ta chuſe the leaſt woman, for the little \ 
men are as unhappy as the greateſt. For thougt 
their ſtatures be little; yet their hearts are big. 
| _ Speak fair to all, but truſt none, and fay with Di 
cogenes, it is top ſoon for a young man. | 
One aſked. a philoſopher, What the life of a-ma 
ried man wag? he. anfwered: mifery ; for he till lin 
o in hope» of farther joy. Aud what is his end 
£E ſtill anſwered; miſery. 
There ein kinds af womem you ſhould 2 


l 


h 
1 
: 


it 
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care you. match not to ; chat is, good nor bad, fair 
. nor foul, poor nor rich. OY you — one that 
© hs good, you may quickly ſpoil her, with making 

too much of her; for when one provender pricks a 
n roman, then ſhe will grow knaviſh : And if bad, 

then you mult ſupport her in all her bad actions, 


ot F hich will be as tireſome to you, as if yew drew wa- 
et her continually to fill a bottomleſs tub. If the be 
” fair, you muſt do nothing elſe but watch her; and if 


Ihe be foul, who can abide ker? If the be rich, then 
U. you muſt bear her becauſe of her money; and if ſhe 
he poor you will be forced to maintain her. : 
alt If > womaa be neyer ſo rich in dowry, happy in a 
OI Brood name, beautiful of body, ſober of countenance, 


mu Roquent in ſpeech, and adorned with virtue, yet ſhe 
cat wr quality or other which ſpoils all; like a cow | 
akeBat gives good milk, but kicks it to the ground, or 


* ike men, when they ſay ſuch a man is a very fine 
— orkman, 2 good ſurgeon, a ſ&1ful phyfician, aid 


de like; but it is pity, he has one fault, which 
2mmonly in ſome men is drunkenneſs, a very bad 
ality. . 1 
It is ſaid of men that they have but one fault, but 
f women two; that is to ſay, they can neither ſay 
Pal, nor do well. There is a ſayfag, that things 


all; 


e not far fetched, yet they are dear bought ; yea, 
t ad Lear, that many a man eurſeth his hard penny- 
_ Worth : For the pleaſure of the the faireſt woman in 
*. de world, laſteth but an honey -moon; that is, un- 


Wa man hath glutted his affectious, and reaped the 
ſt fruits; his pleaſure being paſt, 
entance remain till with him. © Therefare to make 
u the tronger to ſtrive againſt thoſe ſtrong ſerpents, 


175 du ſhould have more ſtrings to yaur bew than one: 
end is the ſafeſt riding with tg anchors... Always | 
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c fetched, and dear bought, are moſt eſteemed. 
The like may be ſaid of women, tho' many of them 


ow and re- 


ok before you leap, leſt you-chanee th. break rear 
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Now the fire is kindled, let us burn the other tag 

got, and ſo return to the matter in hand. | 

Tt a woman be never fo camely, think her a counput 
terfeit, never fo ſtreight, think her crooked, if ſhe+t 1 
well ſet, call her a boſs, if ſlender, a walking paringÞ'* 
ſhove}, if brown, think her as black as a crow, ers 
ſair, à painted wall, if-baſhful, think her unmanſÞ#4 
nerly, if merry and pleaſant, then ſhe is the meine 
likely to be x wanton. 

Zut if you be ſuch a fool to ſpend your time an 
treaſure, in loving and delighting in women, you a: 
:hke the fimple indians, who dreſs themſelves rich 
when they go to be burned. . a 

But what ſhall I ſay? Some would not give the 
Babel for the tower of London. He that hath bee 
at ſea hath ſeen dangers; and he that is married ca 

tell of his own woe; but he that was never hurt 
will never dread fire. Some will go to dice, thoug 
they ſee others loſe their money at play, and ſon 
will marry, though they beg together. | 
Some with ſweet :vards undermine their huſband 
as Dalilah did Sampſon ; and fome with chiding af 
brawling are made weary of the world, as Socrat 
and others. Socrates, when his wife did chide aß 1 
brawl. would go out of the houſe till all was qui 
again; but becauſe he would not feold with her, 
vexed her the mote. For on a time, fhe private 
watched his going out, and threw the chamber-pf 
out of the window upon his head: Ha, ha, ct 
he, I thought after all this thunder, there would 
fome rain. | 5 
Hiftory makes mention of one Anninus, who i 
vited a friend of his to ſupper, but when he calf 
home, he found his wife ſcolding with her mai 
whereat his gueſt was very much diſcontented: / 
ninus turning to him, ſaid, Geod Lord! how im 
tient art thou? I have ſuffered her theſe twenty ei 


* * 


And can'ſt not thou abide her two hours? By whiff 
eee AS ane nod 


* * 


2 
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Wtenns lie made his wife leave off ſeolding, and laugh 
put the matter. g 1 | 
Dion tells us, That Mark Anthony having cauſed 
Ine head of Cicero, the wonder of the Roman ora- 
Dors, and his ſworn enemy, to be brought before him, 
Ahzid it on the table, to feed and glut his eyes with 
ie ſight of it; and having ſo done, bid it be taken 
way. But his wife, to ſne the hatred ſhe had con- 
Fired againſt this father of eloquence, taking his 
Prad between her hands, fpit on the face, belching 
ut imprecations end reproaches; and withal, having 
wied out his tongue, ſhe pierced. it through with 
ins and needles, till ſhe had ſatisfied her cruelty. 
+ But yet ſee a more deteſt ible relation. Baudel, 
his tragical hiſtories, reports, that a Spaniſh lady, 
amed Violenta, a name agreeabl- to her nature, 
ding herſelf deceived by a clievalier, whoſe name 
2s Diego, under the pretence of marriage, whilſt 
had * another, did, with her allurements 
prevail with him, as to draw him one night to her 
Wouſe, pretending ſhe would be at his diſeretion, only 


atcheſiring that ſhe might have the reſpite a while ſor 
o ſfeep away that trouble, and the former diſcontent 


ween them, and that ig the mean while, he would 
pleaſed to repoſe himfelf. | 
No ſooner was poor Diego fallen afleep, but ſhe, 
ſiſted by her maids, ſtrangled him, and not being. 
tified therewith, gave him five or fix ſtabs with a 
mard, as an addition to her r-venge; then ſhe pul- 
d out his eyes, and his tongue, and having opened 
breaſt, tore his heart, and afterwards ſo mangled 
Ws body, that no one could know one part from the 
ner; and for a concluſion, to fulfil her inhuman 
zelt y, ſne threw him out of her window upon the 
imm mes below. The paſſengers were amazed and ter - 
rel bed at this pitiful and diffigured ſpectacle, but re- 
hi lectiang themſelves, examited this lady, who con- 
mealfed the crime : whereupon juſtice ſoon appointed a 
miſhment worthy of her crime, which was. accord- 
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iagly executed upon her,and her wicked confederates, 
in the preſence of the Duke of Calabria, ſon to king 
Frederick of Arragon. 

- A barbarons E of a bloody implacable re. 
venge, too frequent, and pc culiar only to treacherous 
women | 

There is no woman, but either has a long tengbe 
or a . tooth, and they are very ill neighbours 
vrhen t well together; for, the one will lighten 
the ar if it be — fill pleaſed, and the other will 
wake thee from ſicep, if it be not charmed. Al 
Leafts, by men are made tame, but a woman's tongue 
will never be tame, it is but a ſmal} thing, and fc]. 
com ſcen, but is often heard, to the terror and utter 
confuſion of many a man: Therefore, 28. a ſharp bi 
curbs an unruly korfe, even ſo a curſt woman muſt b 
very roughly uf.d : But if women would hold their 
tangues, che men would many times hold their hand. 
And as the beſt metal blade is mixed with iron, even 
fo, the beſt woman is not free from fau'ts. The fine 
garden is. not ſree from weeds, no more is the bek 
ror faireſt woman from ill deeds. 

. 'Truft not a ſecret with a woman, for the more yo; 
charge her to keep cloſe, the more ſhe will ſeem, 2 
it were, to be with child, till ſhe has revealed it a 
mong her goſſips: Yet if you queſtion her ſecrecy 
ſhe will be angry and cry, 1 am not ſuch a light houſc 
wife of my tongue, as they whoſe ſcerets he at theinfſ 
tongue's end, which fly abroad as fuen as they ope 
their months: therefore you need not fear telling me 
; opr ſecrets, for I never was guilty of a flip of the 
tongue in my life. Nay, ſhe will not flick to ſwear 
chat ſhe will tread it under foot, or bury it under 1 

fone. Vet for all this, believe her not; for ev 
woman hath one particular goſſip at leaſt, which ſh 
Joves and affects above all the reft, and to has ſhe re | 
with all the ſeerets ſhe can get. | 

There is a hiftory which mentions one Lyn whot 
king Amalis commanded to go into the market, ane 
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to buy: the beſt and proſitableſt meat he could get 
and lo, he brought nothing but tongues. The king 
Sed him why he bronght no other meat? He an- 
{wered, I was commanded to bny the beſt meat, and 
from the tongue came many good profitable ſpeeches. 
Then the king ſeat him again, and bid him buy the 
worſt and unprofitableſt meat, and he likewiſe brought 
nothing but tongues. The king again aſked him 
the reaſon. From nothing, cried he, cometh worſe 
\renonr than from the tongue. And ſuch tongues - 
moſt women have. | 

Further, marry not ſor beauty, without virtue; 
| {nor chufe for riches without good conditions: Solo- 
mon, among many other notable ſentences fit for this 
purpoſe,. ſaith; That a fair woman, without diſcreet 
manners; is like a gold ring in a ſwine's fnout. And 
heirlif you marry” for wealth, then your wife will many 
„ times fling it in your diſh, and ſay, of a beggar ſhe 
made you à man. And if yon marry for beauty, and 
above your calling, you muft not only bear with her 
Jolly, bot with many unhappy ſpecches; for ſhe will 
ſay, ſhe'was blind in having thee, for ſhe might have 
lad captain ſuch-· a one, or this gentleman, or that, 
or the other. So that you ſhall never need to aſk a 
bad word of her for feven years, for ſhe will give you 
enougtr without aſking. Beſides, I fear you will be 
Petter headed than wedded; for ſhe wilt make ybu 
Near an os feather in your hat. 

He that hath a fair wife, will adventure on a thou- 


F thapf an honeſt woman; but if ſhe be ill given, do 


hat you can, breal your heart, and bend your ſtu- 
ly never ſo much, yet all will not ſerve, you may 
t her go. all hours in the night, ſhe will never meet 
th any: warfe than herſelf, except ſhe: meets with 
e devil himſelf. _ | > | 
| Therefore, yet, once more I adviſe thee in they 
Fioice: of thy wife, to have a ſpecial-regard'to her 
0 
" «altics am as” . or 
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jump 2 match with her. Enquire alſo, and mark the 
life and converſation f her parents: Let the old 
proverb put you in mind, that an ill bnd lays an ill 
egg; the cat will after her k ind; an ill tree cannot 


- bring forth good fruit; the young cock crows after 


the old one; it is a rare matter to ſee children tread 
out of the paths of their parents. Hie that cometh 
into a fair to buy a horſe will ſcarch every part to fee 
whether he is ſound of wind and limb, and whether 
Le be rid hard, well paced, and has alt the marke of 
a good horſe to outward appearance ; yet for all his 
ſcill, he may be deceived in his bargain ; but if he 
prove a jade, he may put him away at the next fair. 
But if in choice of a wife you be deceived, as 
many men are, you muſt ſtand to your word, which 
you made before the whole pariſh, which was, Le 
take her for better, for worſe ; for there is no refuſ- 
ing: ſhe will flick to you as cloſe as a ſaddle to a 
horſe's back; and if the be. frowardly given, then 
will ſhe vex you night and day. © | 
Among the quieteſt couples that are, houſhold jars 


will eriſe: but yet ſuch quarrels, which happen. in 
the day, are often paciſied with kiſſes by night: But 


if it be net fo ended, their firife will go forward like 
a carriage that is drawn by two horſes tail to tail. 
And if ſhe cannot revenge herſelf with her tongue 
or hands, .yor by conveying away of goods, yet ſhe 


will wound you privately : For if you ftrike ber with a 


yuur ſword, ſhe will ſmite you with the ſcabbard. 
Chuſe net the rapier by itz 11nging, nor the wife by 
ker ſinging, fur if yon do, you may be deceived in 


both : For your rapier may prove naught, and your 


wife as bad. 
No if you aſk me how you ſhould chuſe a wife! 


1 anſwer, you have the whole world to make your 


choice in, and yet you may be deceived. . 
An antient father 2 aſked by a ſober young 


* 


man, how he ſhould chuſe a wife? he anſwered him e 


thus: When you ſee a flock of maids together, vun 


blind. 
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bliud fold among them. and whoever you catch Jet 
her be your wife. The young man tald him, that if 
he did fo he might be deceived. So you may, cried 


the old man, if your eyes were open, for in the choice 


of a wife, you muſt nat truſt your own eyes. 

She may ſeem good, whoſe waiſt and fingers are 
lender and ſmall ; but if a man had a mint ef mo- 
ney, ſuch a wench would make him a beggar;; there- 
ſore this is no barg- in for you. 5 

But hark-z little farther ; the beſt time for a young 
man to marry is at the age of 25, and then take a 
wife of the age of 17 years or thereabouts, rather a 


' maid than a widow ; for the widew is framed to the 


conditions cf another man, and can hardly be alter - 


ed; ſo that your pains will be doubled: For you 
muſt unlearn a widow, and make her forget and for- 


ſake her nl former practices and behaviour, which is 
hard to be done. But 2 young woman of tender 
years is flexible and bending, obedient, ready to do- 
any thing eceordirg to the will and pleafure of her 
buſband. NS | 

If you have an eſtate, marry near home; but if 
poor marry to better yourſelf; after enquiry made 
cf her wealth and condition, go far off, and diſpatch 


it quickly: for no doubt but tatling ſpeeches, which - 


in theſe caſes commonly run betwixt parties, wilt 


break it off, even when it is come to the upſhot; but 


a I have already faid, before you put your foot out 


cf doors, make diligent enquiry of her behaviour; 


for by the market peopfe you ſhall hear how the mar- 


ket goeth. By enquiry you ſhall hear whither ſhe 
be wife, virtuous and kind, drefling herfelf accord- 


ng to her father's eſtate; or whither fhe delights to 


Peep houſe, and fee that the ſervants do their buſt- 


neſs; or whitker ſhe is extravagant, or frugal, and 
contented with what God has given her. Such a wife 


needs make you a happy man in your choice. 


Women, 


thoſen, anſweriug theſe good qualities, certainly muſt 


Though moſt happen on deviliſh and unhappy 
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women, yet all do not fo; and ſuch as happer ill, 
it · is a camion to make them wife if they make a ſe- 
cond choice. Not that all others ſhall have the like 


fortune; the fun ſhining upon the good and bad; and 


many a man happens ſooner upon a-ſcold than a pa- 
tient wife. 85 
Some thrive by dicing, but not one in a hundred; 


tuerefore dicing is ill huſbandry. Some few thrive 


by marriage, and yet moſt are undone by it ; for 
marriage 1s either the making or marring of many 
men. And yet I will not ſay, but amongſt duſt there 
are pearls found, and in hard rocks diamonds of great 
value; and ſo among a great multitude of women 
there may bea-few good. | 

Sarah is commended for the great love ſhe. bore 


her huſband; not only for calling him lord, but for 


other qualities. | 

Suſannah alfo, for ler chaſtity, and. for creeping 
on her knces to pleaſe her huſband. 

But there are hiſtorics which make mention cf 
many others; as that of Demetria, how that ſhe 
was contented ta run often like a footman by her huſ- 
band's fide. | 5 


Likewiſe Lucretia, for the love and duty ſhe bore. 


to her huſband, being unkiedly abuſed by an unchaſte 


letcher againſt her will, ſhe preſently flew herſelf. in 


the preſence af many, rather than, ſhe would. offer 
her body again. to her hufoaud, being but oace: de- 
filed. | 


It is recoaded. of an excl... called. Goundlen, that 
upon the ging's ciſpleaſure he was committed ta pri- 


ſon ;, and his wife having liberty to viſit him there, 


on a time ſhe cauſed him to pus off his apparel, and 
put on Ber's; and fo by that means got by the por- 


tar, and ſhe remained in priſon: So that by this. 


ſcheme he eſcaped the angry rage of his prince, and 

afterwards:his vife was delivered alſo, | 
Likewiſe it was no ſmall love that. Artemiſia bare 

ta ber hafband ;, far. after, his. death ſhe. built ſuch a 


famous 
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famous ſepulehre, and beſtowed the greateſt part of 
her riches thereon, that to this day it is called one of 
the ſeven wonders of the world. 

Alſo Pliny makes. mention of a fiſherman that 
dwelt near the {ea-fide, who fell fick of an incurable 
diſeaſe, by which. means he endured ſuch torment- 


and pan, that it would have prieved any creature to 


behold him. His careſul and loving wife laboured 
and travelled far and near to procure his health again; 
hut at aft, ſecing all means in vain, ſhe broke out 
with him in theſc words, Death at one time or other 
will come; and therefore, rather than any longer 
you ſhould endure this miſerable life, 1 am contented 
that both of us prevent death before it comes. So 


this poor fick man did yield to her counſel ; and they 


went both to the top of a high rock, and there this 
woman bound herſelf faſt to her biiband, aud from 
thence calling tl: emſelves down, both ended their 
lives together. 

Now I do not commend this death tg be godly, 


though it ſnewed great love in the woman. 


No doubt but that king Darias had a very kind 


and loving wife, as ſhall appear. For when Alexan - 


der the creat, had deprived him of the greateſt part 


of his kingdom, yet he bore it very patiently, with 


a valiant and manly ceurage, and without any ſhew: 
ef outward grief at all; but when news was brought. 
him that bis wife was Son , he mo't grievoufly broke 

out into tears, and wept bitterly, ſaying, That the 
loſs of his whole kingdom could not have giicved him 


ſo much, as the death of his wife. 


It is alſo recorded of Alexander, that, at the 
death of his wife, he made ſuch a pitious, forrowful 
complaint of her, ſaying, death were kind if he 
took nothing but that which offended; but be hath 
taken her away which never offend: d: O death! 
thou baſt taken away from me the better part of 
my life. ä 

11 is ſaid of Valerius Maximus, that he on a time 


fncin 8 
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finding two ſerpents in his bed - chamber, being 
ſtrangely ſaurprized at it, he demanded of the ſooth- 


ſayers what it meant? They anſwered him, that of 


neceſſity he muſt kill one of them; and if he killed 
the male, then he ſhauld die firſt, and if he killed 
the female, then his wife ſhould die firſt : And be- 
cauſe he loved his wife better than himſelf, he made 
choice of the male, and killed him: And ſhortly af- 
ter he died and left his wife a widow. 

Such a kind animal to his wife was Adam, for he 
was forbidden on pain of death to eat the tree of 
good arid evil, yet for all that, Adam, to gratify 
his wife's kindneſs, and for the love he bore to her, 

refuſed not to hazard his life by breach of that com- 
mandment. | N he | | 
But becauſe af all things there is a contrary, which 
ſhews the differente betwixt the good and the bad, 
even ſo, of both men and women there are contrary 
ſorts of behaviour. If in your choice you happen 
on a good wife, there is a proverb which ſaith, fel - 
dom come a better: And there is none poorer than 
thoſe who have had many wives. You may bear a 

ood affect ion to your wife, and yet not let her Enow 


it: You may love her well, and yet not carry her on 


your back. A man may love his houſe well, and yet 
not ride on the ridge. „„ 

Love your wife, and ſpeak her fair, tho? yau but 
Jatter ber; for women love to be thought beautiful, 
and to be miſtreſs of many ſervants, and to live with - 
out controul; and kind words as much pleaſe a woman 
as any other thing whatſoever: And a man's chief 
defire ſhould be firſt the grace of God, a quiet life, 
and an honeſt wife, a good report, and a friend in 
ſtore; and what more can a man deſire? 


St Paul ſaith, that thoſe that marry do well: But 


he alſo ſaith, thoſe who marry not do better: Vet 


he alſo ſaith, that it is detter to marry, than to burn 


in luſt. 
A. merry companion being aſced by lis friend why 


he 


— 1 Ii 


he did not marry 
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? he made this anſwer, and faid, 
that be had been in Bedlam two or three times, and 


yet he never was ſo mad as to marry. 
And yet there is no joy nor pleaſure in the world 


to be compared to marriage, provided the parties are 


near of equal years and of good qualities; then good 
and bad fortune is welcome to them, both their cares 
and joys are alike: all is common betwixt them ; the 
huſband doth honour and reſpect her. If he be rich, 


he commits all his goods to her keeping; and if he 
be poor, and in trouble, then he bears but one half 


of the grief; and ſhe will endeayour to comfort him, 


as much as in her lies. If he will ay at home, ſhe 
will bear him company ; if he will walk abroad, ſhe 


will be free to go with him; and if he be bear, ſhe 


iongs for his company; and when he comes home, 
receives him with ſatisfaction in her looks. 

Many are the felicitics and comforts in fuch a mar- 
riage, as in our children, being young, when they 
play, prattle, laugh, and ſhew us many pretty toys, to 
move us to mirth and laughter: And when they are 
grown older, and that age and poverty afflicts their 
patents, then, having grace, they ſhew the duty of 
children, in relieving them, and when their parents 


die, they decently bring them with tears to the grave. 


But on the other hand, conſider, when 3 md. 105 
toothleſs woman ſhall marry a beardleſs boy, there 


.can be no love between ſuch a couple, but continual | 
ſtrife and debate. 


Fbe ſame may be ſaid, when matches are made by 
parents, and the portion paid before the young cou- 


ple have any knowledge of it, aud ſo many times 


forced againſt their wills, fearing the ri A and A. 


pleaſure of their parents; and often romĩſe with 
their mouths, but refuſe with their hearts. 


Chuſe not a wife too fair, nor too _ nor too 


Inch; for if ſhe de . mob ory will be 
Leatching at ber : and if he be ugly, 3 
ming. to to her ; and 1 x too rich, ſhe will prove 


nd 


man, gets a good fon in law; but he who meets with 


| he enjoys upon earth: And that there is nothing 
more due to her than tte faithful, honeſt, and loving 


' himſelf affable and courteous to his wife; for a mol 


only loaths it, but believes that other men are bette 0 


8 ing the converſation cf thoſe that have got bad dam 
She avght to carry herſelf trict in company, 


72 Female Poli ev detecteu. 

an inſulting miſtreſs; ſo that riches cauſe a woman to 
be proud, beauty makes her to be ſuſpeRed, and 
hard favour makes her to be hated. , 

Therefore chuſe a youag wife, well educated, rea- 
ſonably rich, and indiſfcrently beautiful, and o 2 

ood wit and capacity. 

Alſo, in choice of a wife, a man ſhould obſerve the | 
honeſty of her parents; for it is likely that thoſe ehil- Þ' 
dren, who are virtuouſſy brought up, will follow the 
ſteps of their paret ts, yet many a tree is ſpoiled ia 
the hewing. . Some there are who have only one 
daughter, and are fo bliaded with exceſſive love to her, 
that they will not debar her of any thing {he defifes, 
but ſuffer her to live and take her 4 in luxury | 
and wantonnels ; which afterwards too often is the 
cauſe of many inconveniencies and miſchiefs. | 
Now the father, before he marrieth his daughter, 
is to fift thoroughly the qualities, behaviour, and life 
of his ſon in-law ; he who meets with a civil, honeſt % 


the contrary, caſts away his danghter. 3 6 
A man ſhould eſteem his wife as the only treaſure 


company of her huſband. G 
It you eſpy a fault in your wife, you muſt not pre. 
ſently fly into a paſſion, but check her privately ; al · Inu 
ways 8 that you muſt neicher chide nerf; in 
play with your wife before company. They that play c 

with their wives in public, ſet other men's teeth or 
— 


and make the woman coaſident. 
t is highly neceſſary a married man ſhould ſhev 


er 
v1 


woman diſcoveriug an ill temper in her huſband, 


educated, and cop ſequentiy moi e 
A woman ought to preſerve ber reputation by ff ful 


2 


N. 
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o man may preſume to attack her. Therefore, if a 
oman ſhould at any time be ſet upon, let her au- 
wer thus: When I was a maid, I was at the diſpe- 
fition my parents; but now I ara married, I am at 
* ſhe pleaſure of my huſband ; therefore you had beſt 
peak to him, and know his mind what I ſhall do. 


1. | nd if her hufband be ont of the way, let her al: 
* ays behave herſelf as if he were preſent. 
10 A woman, if her huſband be paſſionate and haſty, 


nuſt endeavour to pacify him with mild and gentle 
* xpreſſions; and if he chide, ler her be ſilent, for 
he anſwer of a wiſe woman is ſilence. Let her not 


TY fmany times would hold their tongues, as it is their 
uty, they might be more at quiet. | 
There was an angry couple married together, and 
a friend being with them at ſupper, aſked them how 
hey could agree together, being both fo peevifh and 
eſt Broward ? The goodman made him this anſwer, When 
I am angry my wife beareth with me; aud when ſhe 
is angry, I bear with her. 


ure He that meets ith a careful, painful nes that | 


ingEnoweth when to-ſpend, and when te ſpare, to kee 
ing che houſe in good order, muſt not deny ſuch a wi 
any neceſſary thing belonging to the hoaſe : But if 


pre- Ihe be a light, idle houſewife, who cares not for her 


Ui -Bhuſband, children, or ſervants, or any other belong- 
ing to the houſe, the man may reaſonably prevent her 
om woes bag eltate. | 
They ought to be reſtrained in this matter, and 
that man ought to be ridiculed above all men, that 
| 2 it out of his power to prevent his wite's trauſ · 
erring his goods to ſtrangers: For an idle woman 
vill wander abroad, and a little importunity will in- 
Educe her to pawn her huſband's property. | 
Having thus far proceeded in giving my reader a 
full view of the vices, miſchiefs, and miſerics attend - 
ncging that part of the female ſex, whoſe lewd and de- 
table lives have, ſinte the 8 rendered the reſt of 


ell her mind till her paſſion is over; for if women 


the 


hn, 
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the world miſerable: Let me now, to cloſe all, enhh 


tertain you with a pleaſant and profitable diſcourſeſſes 
of uſe to both ſexes, which was delivered at a wed 
ding ſome time fince, and is as follows. 
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5. CharaQer of a Wife indeed. 

| | | Prov. xviii. 24 

He that findeth a wife, frdeth gead, and obtain 
faveur of God. 


N theſe words of king Solomon, we may, my be 
loved, obſerve that the wiſdom of God there; 
intimates to us thefe five particulars, viz. 
I. The party commended, a wife. 
II. The commendation which is given her, good 
III. The means of compaſſing her, by feeking 
implied in the word, findeth. | 
IV. The principal donor, or giver of her, GOD. 
V. the name and quality of the gift, a ſavour. 
For. the firſt of them, a wife. May fome fay: 
What is a wife, or every woman then, ſuch as Solo 
mon here ſaith? Yea, doth not the ſame Solome 
himſelf elſewhere ſay, that a wife there is that pul 
Jeth down the houſe ; that is, not a corroſive at he 
huſband's fide, but a corruption in the bones; or lik 
à continual dropping 18 a rainy day, that makes 
man weary of his home, und either drives him out off 
Acors, or will not fuffer him te reſt within; an 


a Wife indeed. 


hat it is better for a man to dwell on the houle tap, 
xpoled to wind and weather, or to live in the . ' 
derneſs among the wild beaſts, than to keep houſe” 
with ſuch a oue. 

To this there are divers anſwers given. | 

For firit, ſame ſay, that wife, ſo long as fhe con- 
inueth a wife, that is, ſo long as ſhe is not diſloyal, 
but is honel as we ſay, of her body, tho? ſhe be ne- 
ver ſo contentious, unquiet, or inconvenient other- 
riſe, is to be eſteemed as a benefit. As a bad magi- 
 Ffrate, ſay they, is vet better than none; (better 
tyranny than anarchy) {ya bad wife is better than 
none at all but this is not warrantable. 

But frlt it were a very ſorry commendation of a 
wife to ſay, better ſuch a one than none at all. 
What manner of gncd call you that, faith Jerom, 
and before him Tertullian, that is not deemed or 
termed good, but in compa-iſoa. of ſome greater 
evil? 'That is not gaod, to fpeak properly, but leſs 
evi} only. 7 125 


Again, When Solomou faith, that it is better to- 
ve on the houſe top, or abroad in the wide wilder. 
neſ:, than with ſuch a one. he plainly implieth, that 
(as Sophacles fpcaketh ef ſome friends) it is much 
better to be without her than with her; to live ſoli- 
oodfliary than to live with ſuch, . Ob 

So that the point of inflruton which we obſerve 
from he ce is, That ſic that is nat a good wiſe, is 
is good as no wite. | | | | | 
chunt that no dowry, faith one, that is common « 
„ fo called; nor doth the ſpirit of God count her z 
solo wife, though ſhe be uſually fo reckoned, where pie- 
ty, honeſty, ſobriety, modeſty, and wiſdom are 
wanting; a bad wif: is as no wife in God's account, 
and not without good cauſe. ö 

For ſhe is but a ſhadow without ſubſtance, and ti - 
tle without truth. She beareth the name, but doth 
not the work of a wife: For what is a wife but a 
woman given to man to * and comfort him? 

2 - ; . 


But 
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But as the father of a fool ſhall have no joy of 
him: fo the buſband of a bad or fooliſh woman is 
ke to have little joy, help, or comfort of her. And 
how is ſhe a comforter that yieldeth no comfort? 
| Hew an helper, that affords no help? They are 
friends in name, faith one, but not in deed, that 
ſticketh not by a man, but fail him when he ſtandeth 
in reed of them: So is ſhe a wifein name, but rot 
11 decd, that affordeth not her hufband that help 
and comfort that a wife ought, and that at firſt ſhe 
was defigned for. 

That waman may well be terme l an iche wife, tt at 
beareth the name of a wife, end ſitteth in the houſe 


like the image of a wife, but doth no part of the 


dnty or office of ſuch a one. Snrely, as St James 
ſaith, that faith without fruits is lifeleſs and dead, as 
a body without brzath; ſuch faith is no faich in 2 


but a meer carcaſs of faith : So a wife without works, 


ſhe that bearcth a wife's name, and doth not a wife's 
work, is no wife 1nd-ed, but a lifeleſs image of a 
wife, or (as Lamech's ſecond wife's name importeth) 
a ſbadow of ſuch a one. 


And if ſhe be fo that perſorweth not the « or of 


a wife, what is ſhe then that doth the contrary ? who, 
when ſhe ſhould be an helper, proveth an 8 
in the beſt things eſpecially ; like the friend that 
proveth a foe, when he ſhould ſhew himſelf a friend, 
when he ſhould be a comfort, r- oveth a eroſs, a inet 
a diſcomfort. She that was made and ordained for 
man's ſpecial good, croſſes the end of her own crea- 
tion, and God's ordinance therein, proveth the meant 
of his great evi]: like the Scribes and Phariſce: 
that ſat in Moſce's chair, proteſſiag themſelves to be 
| Paſtor's of God's people, but, as our Saviour telleth 
them, were indeed thieves, and robbers, and murde- 
rers of them ; wolves, either in ſhepherds weeds, or 
in ſheep's cloathing ; ; ſuch as not only fed not, but 
killed and deftroyed thoſe whom they ought to have 
fed and fared, And certainly the good wife is not 
- 
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#3 great a Bleſſing, Lat the bad is as great a croſs. | 
No greger comfort under che ſun than thz one, nor 
diſcomfort than the other. 

Yea, thoſe artificial and equi vocab limbs, tho' they 
he not proper parts, nor ſtand the body in much 
ſtead, yet are they rather helpful, than hurtful, or 
barmful in any way to it; they help to fupply a 
place defective, that would otherwiſe ſtand vacant, 
and” by ſopply ing it, to conceal in part Tuch blemiſh- 
es, as would otherwiſe lie more open to the eyes of 
others. But with a bad wite, an inditcreet woman, 
it is far worſe. She not only Randeth her hufband 
in no ſtead, but ſhe is a ſorg burden and a foul Ble 


miſh, and not an 3 only, but an heart-ſore to 


him that hath her. She ſhaneth him, ſaith Solomon, : 
and is a rottenneſs in his'boncs. 
And ſhe may therefore be compared rather to A 


wart or a wen, ſeated in ſome coulþic nous part 


vintment in the hand that cannot be Res, which | 
as it is no beneſit, foit is a blemtſu to the body: or 
to'a wolf, a cancer that ccuſumetla the fleſh, walteth 
the vital parts, and eateth even to the very heart. Foc 
no ſorer ulcer than a bad fricud, in Sophocles' s judg- 
ment, or than a bad wife in Solomon's account. 

Now this point then may { rve, firſt, for examina- 
nation. For women hereby to examine themſelves, 
whether they be wives or noc. But what needs that, 

may ſome ſay: It is well enough knowa already, that 
we are wives and married Wen We were contract - 
ed before company, and married opeuly in the face of 
the congregation; all ceremontce and circumſtances 
obſerved that could be require or are uſual in ſuch. 
caſes, and the church-book where we were married 2 
will teſtify as much. Sg ; 4 

I anfwer, all this may be, and yet thou no wife 
ſor all that. A married woman thou mayeſt be, and 
yet no wife; for thor wert contracted before a thou- 
ſand witneſſes, and mariiet publicly in a molt frequent 
and * aſſembly, not "7 the hand of an ordinary 
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. miniſter, but of a biſl.op, or arch-biſhop, no rite or 
or ceremony omitted, either the wedding ring, or 
any other, yet art thou no wife, if thou doſt not the 
duty of a wife, if thy huſband have not the good of 
thee,' that God's ſpirit here ſpeaketh of. ; 
But how may a woman then know whether ſhe be 

a wife or no? 

E anſwer, read over the rules that St Peter or St 
Paul, preſeribed to married women, and examine 
thyſelf by them. Read over the defeription that So- 
lomon's mother maketh of a geod wife, and compare 
thyfelf wir it. There is ſet down a pattern and a 

regedent for thee. "There is a ooking-glaſs for thee, 
{a St James ſpeaketh of God's word in general) to 
e thyſelf in, and to fhew thee what thou art. 

And it were to be wiſhed, that as the philoſopher 
willed his followers to view themſclves aften in a 
2/aſs, that if they found themſclves fair and comely, 
they might be careful to kave their carriage and cour- 
ſes agree; if otherwiſe, they might ſtrive by moral 
abilities, to make amends for, and recomperice, 
what were wanting that way: fo every married 
v oman ſhould, not once a day, or once a week, 
hut once a month, look ferioufly herſelf in this. 
glaſs. But it. is to be feared, that too many are 
very loth to look into it, becauſe they know, how 


they ſhall find themſelves before hand: and as that 


old withered harlot therefore caſt away her looking- 
glaſs, becauſe ſhe could not therein ſee herſelf, ſuch 
as ſhe would; ſo they ſhan this glaſs, not affect ing 
it, becauſe they cannot ſee themfelves therein ſuch as 
they ſhould; but let us ſet the glaſs before them, 
that they may look on it, and view themſelves. in it, 
if they will; which, if it ſhall plainly repreſent them 
far otherwiſe than they would ſeem to be, it is not 
the fault of the glaſs, but their own, let them blame 
themſelves and not it. A wife then, fays the apoſtle, 

zs one that is ſubject and obedieat to her huſband as 


WIVES ; 


a Nye indeed. 
wives; being miſtreſſes (as Jerom ſpeaketh) rather 
than wives to thoſe that have them, or rather whom 
they have, being married rather to them, than hav- 


| ing married them, as he ſpeaketh. So that their 


huſbands, (if they may be fo termed) that are fo 
mated, may ſay, that when they receive their wires 
dowries, if they had any thing at ſcaſt with them, (for 
even thoſe that bring nothing, are often as faulty in 
this kind as they that bring much) they fold away 
their liberty for a miſtreſs, inſtead cf a wife, as the. 
Cynick did a maſter inſtead of a ſervant ; and Nazi- 
arſzen ſaith, that ſome wives do inſtead of an huf- 
band. A crime too often committed. 

gain, ſhe is a wife, as Solomon's mother deſerib- 
ed her, that is not a good houſewife only ia the 
houſe, but a good wife alſo to her huſband ; that 
doth him gaod all his days, all the days at leaſt that 
ſhe liveth with him. 3 WS 

She is a wife then indeed, and none but ſhe, in 
whom theſe two concur, that ſhe is a good honſe wife 
and a good wife too to him that hats. her. But how 


many married women are there in whom neither of 


theſe are? How many in whom they meet not? How 


many are there vot houſewives but drones rather, 


who live wholly on the ſweat of their huſtands brows, 
as the drone doth on the honey that the bee maketh 
and bringeth in? How many, tho? not drones, yet 
drolls rather than wives, that will toil and moil in- 
deed about the houſe, as we fay, like horſes, but 
withal, are of fo crooked and crabbed a nature, of 
ſa unquiet and contentious a diſpoſition, that their 
kuſbands can have no joy or comfort at all of them. 
There can be nocomfortablecohabitationor converſing 


with them, there may be good cauſc therefore, even 


for marricd women, to examine themſelves, whither 
they be wives or no; ſince that ff they anſwer not 


that, which God's word wills, yea, which the very 


name given them requireth of them, they are no wives 
God's account. = 
But 
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But here is a queſtion or two ſhould be anſwered. 

For firſt, ſome ſay, it ſuch a wife be no wife, may 
2 man then \awtuli'y put away ſuch a wife? 

| anſwer, no, as the Ralbins fpeak, The bone 
thou muſt know: that is fallen to thy lot. There is a 
knot of Cod between you that cannot be unknit. God 
hath jotacd her unto thee, either in mercy or ia wrath, 
to be, as he faith of rulers, either a nurſe to thee or 
a ſcourge: And what God hath joined together, 
man may not ſever. | 

Yea, but may vot a man forbear to do the duty 
of an hnſ{bind to ſuch a one? Far why ſhould I, 
will ſome ſay, be an huſband to her if fhe be not a 
wife to me? 1 

I anſwer no: thou owelt i: to God; and it i; no 
default of duty on her part, that can diſcharge thee 
of thy debt to him. As Baſil faith of rulers, we 
muſt obey the good as gced, and the bad as good. 
And St Peter of maſters, that ſervants muſt for con- 
ſcience ſake be ſubject to tlie froward as well as tlie 
courteous: ſo mult thou do the duty of an hufoand, 
as well to a bad as a good wife, for conſcience cf 
God's command. Do thou thy duty for God, and 
thou ſhalt have thy reward from God. As our Savi- 
our ſaith of thoſe that relieve the poor, though they 
cannot requite them, yet God will reward them; fo 
though ſhe doth not with kindneſs an{wer thee, God 
will requite thee in the reſurrection of the rigliteous, 

And ſo much briefly for anſd er totheſe two queſ- 
tions. 5 Ce, 

Secondly, this point may ſerve for premonition, to 
thoſe that arc to enter iuto this ſtate, that they con- 
ſider ſeriouſly beſorehand, what they undcrtake, and 
weigh well what they go about; not think chey mar- 
ry for their caſe, to be maintained in floth and idle- 
neſs, or in vanity and pnide:: as ſuch, who Bernard 
ſays, think to live without care, when they have gate 
ten a chargeor care: No, thou marrieſt to be a wife, 
and that is not a naked name, or a bare title; it-is 

| the 


4 Wife indeed. Bo Fr 
the name of an office that hath many duties annexed 
to it. It is not good for man to be alone, ſays God, 
I will make him an help. He doth not ſay, I will 
make him an wife; or, | will make him a woman 
that may be an help to him; though he meant fo to 
do: But, I will make him an help. So that a wife 
is a woman joined to a man to be an help to him. 
And for a woman to be a wife, is to be an help to 
her huſbands But wherein to be an help? Let the 
younger women, faith the apoſtle, marry, breed 
(that 1s bear and bring up) chidren, and govern the 
family. That is the end of their marriage, and to 
do that is to be a wife: And that therefore muſt e- 
very woman that inteudeth to marry forethink of, 
refolve on, and make account of before hand if ever 
ſhe mean to he a wife. Marriage is honourable, as 
the apofile ſaith; and the name of a wife an honou- 


rable title. We are wont to give them place before” 


thoſe that be yet unmarried, vuleſs they be far vue - 
qual otherwiſe. But every dignity has fume duty 
znnexed to it: And it is not equal that thoſe who 
r1-fuſe the one ſhould expect ever to enjoy the other. 
Yea, the greater the honour is, the greater the diſ- 
honour, if the duty be not done which that honour: 
exacteth. „ | 4 
Thirdly. it may {.rve for admonitions te thoſe thet = 
oe entered already. Art ti a married woman, 
Then, as Jerom faid to a monk, read what art here 
called, and be what thou art ſtiled, Thou art ſtiled a 
wife, but thou art no wife, if thou doeſt not a wife's 
work; no more than the ſhepherd is a fhepherd, if 
he feed not h's flocks. Confider therefore well, what 


the duty of a wife is, that thou mayeſt indeed faith- 


fully and corſcionably perform it; that you may 
make good what in name is iequired of you; elle, as 
one ſaith well, as the very title of godlineſs makes 


the ungodly man guilty; ſo the very title thou art 


called by, will one day condemn thee. 
Fourthly, it may ferve for information, to inform 
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us how God efteemeth ſuch as are faulty or defective 


this way. Art thou a wife, but not a good wife? 
God eſteemeth thee as no wife, yea, as no woman; 


for the word ſiguifies either. And the like may and 
muſt be ſaid of the other party. As the wife is no 
wife if ſhe be not a good wife; ſo is the the huſband 
no huſband if he he not a good huſband. He is no 
man but à beaſt, ſays the famous Chryſoſtome, a wild 


beait, rather than a huſbaud, whe is not kind and 


courteons, but harſh and chnrlith to his wife. He is 


no huſband, if he do not the duty of an huſband; 


as ſhe is no wife if ſhe do not the work of a wife. 
And where both parties are herein faulty, and rather 
abide than live quietly together, we may well ſay of 


them as we uſe to ſay, that they live together as dog 


and eat, not man and wife, but brute beaſts; net 
fo well; rather, as even wild beats are yet wont to 


do. They are no hetter at all in God's fight than 


ſuch: and they muſt look one day to anſwer, not on- 
ly for the wrong they do one another, but alſo for 


the wrong tliey do uuto th-ir ordlinance, by bringing, 
through their fauſt, a foul imputation upon it. 


Fifthly, this may lerve for a caution to ſuch as are 


yet to chuſe. Doſt thou lick a wife, and wauldſt 


* 
= 


thou have one? Make eaquiry for a god wife; elit 
thou vert better to have no wife; better without her, 


if ſhe be a had one, tian with her. Oh, could I 
but get a rich wife, a wa'thy one, ſays one, I were 
well, I were made for ever! And let me have a fair 


one, ſays ano lier, and | care for no more. Give 


me th? woman, ſays hampſon, for ſhe pleaſech mine 
eye. Nut as the worthy Grecian once faid, that he 
would rather have far his daughter, a man withoat 


mancy than money withaut a man: So it is better 
far thee. to have a wife without wealth or beauty, than 


beauty or wealth, without a wite: asd {5 be as far 


from having the comfort, a wife, as if thou had no 
wife at all. A man, faith one, may have friends, 
(fuch; as we commonly call friends) and yet, among 
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his friends he may find little friendſhip. And fo 
may a man have many wives, fuch as uſually bear 
the name of wives, and yet, find little enough of 
that good in any of them that Solomon here ſhews to 
be in a wife, If you would have a wife then, ſeek a 
good wite, ſeek a fit wife ; for if ſhe be not a good 
and a fit wife you ſhall have no wife of her. As a 
learned man ſaid of the city of Rome, having been 
ſome while there, that one might ſeek Rome in 
Rome, and yet not find it there; Rome was ſo much 
.altered from what it had been: And the orator 
of Sicily, after Verres had governed there, that peo- 
ple ſought Sicily in Sicily, it was by him ſo impove- 
riſhed : and a reverend prelate of ours, of Bellar- 
mine's laſt works, that many miſſed Bellarmine in 
Bellarmine; they were ſo much unlike to, and came 
ſo much ſhort of, his former. And believe it for cer- 
tain truth, that you may find much want and miſs of 
a wife in a wife, if you make fooliſhly your choice 
amiſs, and fo conſequently do yourſelf exceeding 
great wrong and hurt, embracing with Ixion a cloud 
inſtead of Juno ; or with Paris, a ſhadow without 
ſubſtance, a ſorry help, a cold comfort, a wife, and 
yet no wife in regard of any joy or comfort in her, 
and in regard of any help or furtherance from her. 
And were it not much better for one to be altogether 
without ? For what can be more miſerable than to 
have a wife, a wife as covetous wretches have wealth, 
to have the burthen of a wife, and to want the bene» 
fit of her; to have the care and not the comfort.; 
whereas the man that lives fingle, as he miſſes of one, 
ſo is he freed from, and eaſed of, the other. . 


Laily, is ſuch a wife in God's account, as no wife, 
let ſuch then never look for reſpe& or regard with 
God, or any. recomper<e or regard from God. If 
thou doſt not a wife's work, never look for a wife's 
wages, a wife's reward. There is no Chriſtian ſer- 


vant, that ſerveth his maſter faithfully and 3 
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bly, but he ſhall for the ſame receive from God a 
royal reward. J | 
And much more the Chriſtian wife, that doth 
earefully her duty to him whom God hath joined her 
unto. Such as they be daughters of faithful Sarah ; 
ſo they ſhail have their part and portion with her, 
but for the negligent reſt, fiuce they refuſe to do the 
work, they have no reaſon to expect or look for the 
wages. Their wills they may have with their huſ- 
bands while they remain here; but they are never like 
to have any reward at God's hands. How can they 
hope that he ſhould reward them as wives, who re- 
uteth them as none? yea worſe than none, becauſe 
they ought to have been wives, and bear the name of 
fuch? In a word, wouldſt thou be a wife in God's 
account, thou muſt then be a wife, not in name, but 
in deed. | | 5 
And ſo we paſs on to the ſecond point, from the 
; party commended, to the commendation here given 
er. | 


A wife then (ſuch a one as deſerveth the name of 


a wiſe, and as a wife not only in name, but in deed, 
and not in title barely, but in truth) is aa exceeding 
great benefit, a means of much good, to him that 
hath her: He that findeth a wife findeth good, ſays 
Solomon. Good, that is much good, exceeding 
great good; for it is ſpoken by way of excelleney or 
eminency, as if he could not well tell how to expreſs 
how much good might by her accrue to the huſband 
of ſuch a one: She will do him good, and no evil, 
fo long as ever they ſhall live together. A whole 
treaſure of good there is in a good wife. 
Io point only at ſome general heads of this good 
that ſuch a wife brings with her, for the time will 
not ſuffer me to infilt long on particulars. 
Firſt, for ſociety. Man naturally affe&s company 
and ſociety, and ſhuns ſolitude. Society is the very 
Foul and life of man's life. There is no comfortable 
fruition or delightful poſſeſſion of delight ax it. 
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But ſolitude is uncomfortable, there is no warrath ia 
it, ſays Solomon. It is rot good fora man to be a- 
lone, ſaith God himſelf. For ſome other creat ures 
it may be; but for him it is not, being ef a ſociavle 
nature, tho* many of them are rot: and yet eren 
thoſe alſo, tho' waving others, yet admit and affect 
ſame kind of ſociety, as that by name we now treat 
of. Two therefore, ſays Sclomon, are better than 
one; in mankind eſpecially, naturally ſo made: and 
Adam in paradiſe, tho' he was truly happy, yet he 
was not fully happy, his happineſs was rot compleat 
he was not fo well as he might be, while he was yet 
without a mate. Yea, the heathen man thought, 
that, tho' a man was in heaven, he would have little 
joy or comfort, (the leſs at Teaft of his being there) 
unleſs he had ſome one there like himſelf te converſe 
with. There is much want of comfort in ſolitude, 
much comfort in ſociety; but no ſocicty more near, 
more delightful, more comfortable, more conſtant, 
more continual, than the ſociety of man and wife, 
he main root, ſcurce and original of all ether ſocie- 
ties ; which of all ethers therefore man is naturally 
off inclined to, and without which, therefore, e- 
en the heathen held the houſe and family half un · 
urniſhed and unfiniſhed, and not fully happy, but 
alf happy, tho? ctherwiſe never ſo happy, till 
let e vith it became compleat. | 5 
Secondly, for aſſiſtance. It is not good, ſaith 
od, for man to be alone. I will make him an help, 
r an aſſiſtant: not a mate only, but an helper; not 
| companiqu only, but an aſſi ant wo. Man bein 
creature of the kind, not of choſe that live only 
o lock and feed, and hide aud live together, as 
aws and ſtarlinge do, bet of thoſe who deſire ta 
mbine and work and lahour toyciher, Ike the bee 
nd piſmire. He ſtood in need as of iocicty, fo of 
liſtance. God cf his goodneſs therefore provi“ ..4 
ich a mate for kim aa might in all r:ſp-&s be @ li- 
ble help and an aſtitant unto lun. And if an, 
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be fore his fall in the ſtate of innocence, ſtood in need 
of a help, when bis labour was no toil to him, no 
poi, but a pleaſur e, then much more Fnce his fall, 
row his labour is become toilſome unto him, and the 
fruit of his fin has brought ſo many burthens upon 
him, which he was not before, nor ever ſhould have 
beer, e with, had be continued in his firſt 
ſtate. Muc! J therefore hath man of help: and 
tro (572 Solomon) are better than one, ret only 
becauſe they import comf51t and courage mutually to 
each other, (for if two lie together, ſaith he, they 
hare the more warmth} but becauſe they may help 
and affiſt one arother: for if two go together, it 
ives the more firength ; if one falls, the other may 
keto him up; and two my fand where one may fall, 
and ding the more work, ey may earn the better 
wages. Now bebold here a fit and a ready help; a 
fit * I fay, fer mer. For who is more fit ro bets 
an than ſhe nhom Cod himſelf hath fitted for man, 
_ end made for this very 284 to be a fit help for him? 
I will make him ſuch en help, ſaith God, as ſhall be 
meet for him; cone that ſhell be his match, as his 
mate; one that, being in all parts and abilities in a 
manner as himſelf, ſhall furniſh him with a ſecond (elf, 
that may. better and more fitly ſerve him than any o- 
tber help in ſome kind can; that being glewed as it 
were to him, fo beccming one with him, may makeſſ® 
him as two, who before was but one. As ſceing 
(faith the heathen man) now with four eyes, work Art 
ing with four hands, walking with four feet; where · Irn 
of one pair may watch and be care ful, whilſt the o- I. 
ther in its turn takes a ſuitable reſt; one pair mayÞ» 
work and walk, if the other is faint, r de ſiſt. ba 
Thirdly, for comfort and ſolace. Society is at ali. 
times very pleaſant and delightful ; but, in times ol 
grief and heavineſs, through ſickneſs and misfortune 
It 1s the more grateful, becauſe greater need and 
e comfec ting then. 
Fovrthly, for TY Children, figs the Pralmil 
ang - 
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and the fruit of the wo nb, are aa inlierlcance of the 


Lord. Gol bleſfeth them, faith Moſes, when he 


; ſaid 1acrerſe and miiltiply; and by f. ſaying, con- 
1 ferrel po ger of propagation TRL thei. For God, 

e | faith that venerable father St Auguſtine, when he 
t bleſfech, he doth waar he ſaith. The power of Pro- 


4 | pzgation then 13 God's bleſü g. And inked what. 


y | greater bleſſing coutl God bettow on man? what 


o || greater hongvr and dignity could he endow man with - 


y | al than this, to make him an inſtrument of procrea- 
In | ting and producing one in at reipccts like himſelf, 
it | the chief of God's works, ef piving being to a crea- 
ay | tu-e endowed with God's i nage, wherein. bimfelf had 
1, dera created it hath been led as great, if not a 


ter | greater honour, to enrich, as to be rich; and to 


a ſ| make a king, as to be one. It was man's pre emi- 
elp || nence above the ret of G 34's creatures, that he bare 


an, by cre2tion the image of his Creator, wiick none vi 


m' Ithem did, (the angels alone excepted) but he baly. 
bellt was a ſecon d honour, Little iaferior, if auy at all 
bis to the former, (and wherein nen ont-doacth even the 
in alangels chemſelves) 10 de enable b procreation to 
ſelf, produce ſuch another 23 Gol nite! ” had created. 
y o- land by fo doing, to come to imitate and teſcmble 
as it God, his creator and fitter, not in name and title 
nakefſoaly, but in ac and trach. 


P 


eing This was a great den WY before man's fall: in ſome 
"Or K+ reſpecte it is far greater Luce his fall. Man was then 


nere-UIimmortal; he is now 8380 me mortal and corruptible: 


ne 0 and want FF. ut: 2 13 conſeg que g my I: G* * 7 more uvacom- 
mafſhrtable, who n men are 7ubjec to drorcallix, taan it 


at al Rays. Good Lord (ſays Abraham to Cod) what 
ges oft thou give me when I go childleſs? He bed little 
rtuneFomfort of his great wealth and fore „ (. ichn 18 
rd uſd ont to make ſterili ity the more N 58 Nez the 

Preater it is) ſo long as he wanteth an heir to leave 
Almiſiſt to, vrheg he ſhould leave this world himſelf. 


12 


N 


lad been when a man wa: himſe f to liave lived al- 


an And it was that, in l likeliheod, which made 


5 macs O 
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the prophet Ifalah's meſlage fo hard and heavy to 
king Hezekieh, when he brought him word he 
mould die: becaule bad be then died, he had dicd 
without i que; for his ſon Manz$:s, that ſucceeded 
him, {having 15 years at laſt ſurvived tbat ſit of 
fickaeſs) was but 12 years old at the time of his fa- 
ther's deceaf:, . 

Put hy means of propagation man attains to a 
kind of immortality aud eternity, and in his potteri- | | 
ty farviveth himſelf. The father, we fay, is not 1 

dex as long as the fn livech. A man 1s not whotiy ! 

«tint fo long as any remaiu of his race. To hae I! 

ae then is a great bleſling; and it is a greater ho- f 
neur, ſays NMazia: zen, to de farker of one ſon, than b 

[I theuſand fſerrants. If iſſue be fuch ah 
blefſing, what are the means of obtaining i it? If the In 
fruit be fo bleſſed, what is the roor which bears it, I.. 
and without which it cannot with comfort be had ? Bin 
for without women iſſue cannot be at all, withaut a th 
wife it cannot lawfully, without ſuch a wife it can-Ine 
net comfortably be had, And indeed what comfort Ito 
ca a man 8 either of ſuch an iſſue as 13 a foulſidy 
ſtain and repreach to kim, the hight whereof cannctfas 
but afford perpetual remorſe and horror to him, andſph 
renew the memory, ſo oft as he ſces or minds it, of . 
his fin and ſhame ; or of iſſue by ſuch a ane, who, 
when ſhe ſhould be the light of his eyes, and he à· NO 
bundant joy of his heart, is a thoun centinually in 
his eyes, and a ſting at his heart. 

Fitthly, for remedy ag aĩnſt i incontineney. A be- 
ne fit like wiſe, that before man's fail was nat, becauſe 
thep there was no ne: def it. 

The whole, ſaith our Saviour, need no i 
nor needed man therefore then this phyſie, whillt he 
was yet in perſect health. It is now otherwiſe wit 
him; and to avoid fornication, theretore, ſaith ths 
apoſile, let each man have his wife, and each womai 
her huſband. There is in moſt men and wome! 
naturally an incluation and propenſion to the nupti⸗ 
conjune 


* 
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conjunction. them feta (213 rih, 07s taz 
Nahuias, an! the womza the men's file: the ma: 

miſſeth his rib, and ſer keck t reerbver it again; aud 
ihe woman would th in hs Ws Dlace ages} . under 
the man's arm or wing, from whence at firſt ſhe was 
aken. Noris this ale Klon and 110 poltion at all a- 


mils, fm: Oy in 1ti-:{f; but ce chat ein came in ty 


| the fal! of dur fi parents, nian Hund hang loſt that 
power and command of Mank elf that before me had, 
this ation 13 not on! * tainted and mixe wich 
much ſilth, but is grown {o violent : impetuous a _ 
e || headirong with the molt, that ic is ready to breab. 
» | forth into grievour incon reulancics, if ſome courte * 
a | be not taken for reſtraining cf it Now for remedy 
a reg, in part, Cod bath pinke this his ae 
de nance ; winch cannot therefyre but be eſteemed as 
1 3 benefit and bleſſing to thoſe that find fuch 
12 3 and deſect in themſeires; and howſoever 
althey may be able to contain themſclves, that it ſſia!! 
a- never break out into any groſs impure act, yet defi: E 
art Ito keep themſe'ves untpottcd as well in ſoul as ig bo- 
zul dy, and to approve tucntelves unto God in ell purity, 
as far as may be; even there alſo where none ſeeth 
but he himſelf. py 
oi Add we hereunto, in the lat p'ace, that a wife 
hoyſroman and a difcrect wile are no {mall grace and ho- 
ur to her .huſband. And furely, if any outward 
iaßhing may help to grace and adorn a man, as appe- 
el, jewels, plate, hangings, hould furniture, atten- 
lants, followers, iſſue, __ then a worthy wife as ” 
zuch as, yea much more wan, oy lach. No grea- 
r grace to a man than ta hlavr a 4 ſcrect wife, as na 
ian rea: er diſgrace than to be e e to. a fool. The 
R he an | lays Clemetit, is a crown to his wife; and 
Y 


auſe 


withi worthy woman, ſays Solomon, is a crown to her 
x thafiiband. Not a gol ring on his finger, and yet N 


omaiffat is accounted ſome grace too; not a Chain of gol oil 
omenPout his neck, which is ſomewhat mote in his e eye, 5 
pt uſual only with great oncs; nor a fea ather in hie 
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hat; but a crown upon bis head, even a crown of 
gold vpon the head of her kuſvand, her head. An 
ornament more conſpicuous and eminent than any of 
the former; the proper and peculiar attire of prin- 
ces; the principal enfign of the higheſt honovr, 
The Reman lady, Coraclia, counted her two worthy 
ſons her chiefeſt jeweis, whom ſhe ſhewed therefore 
to a ſtranger lodging with her, who defired to ſex 
wit jewels ſhe had. Of a Spartan woman the like 
is alſo reported; her children were the richeſt jew- 
els ſhe had, and ſhe the preciouſeſt jewel ker kuſband 
had. They were her czown, as Solomon calls them; 
ſhe, hie. ' 
And verily a good wife is a crown preferab'e to all. \ 
She might | be called her hufband s crown, who, for | 
his fake and her children's good, refuſed a crown 
-Fered her aſter his deceaſe. Ard well may the | 
nufband of fuch a wife eſteem her as his choicete 
jewel, who, by the teſtimony of God's ſpirit, doth 
* much adorn him, who has her, as a crewu docs 
b m that wears it. 
And thus you ſee fome few branches and rude line-· 
aments of that goodneſs and beneficielneſs of this di- 2 
vine ordinance which the ſpirit of God, by the pen 1 
of Solomon, here pointeth unto us; a good wite be- ce 
9 as you have heard made thus to be. Ir 
he bei! companion in health. w 
"The fitteſt and readici aſſiſtant in work. 
The greateſt comfort in croſſes and griefs. 
The only wer antable and comfortable means 04 
iſſve and poſterity. 
A fingular and fovereign remedy * by God 
egainſt ineontineney. 
And the greateſt grace and hanous that can. be to 
him that hath ker. 
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In regard whereof even the very heathens them- kf 
{clves, although only led by the bare light of nature. is : 
have admired the excellency ef this dirioe ard:nancey 80 


ane 


in 


a Wife indeed. PA 
and worthily preferred it before all other external and 
temporal bleſſir ꝑs whatever. 


” 


Firit, is a wite ſuch a benefit, where ſhe is a wiſe 
indeed? no marvel then if we find ſo much evil, 
where it is otherwiſe. The beſt things become works 
when they are once corrupted : the ſtrongeſt wine 
makes the ſharpeſt vinegar. No creature more lovely 
than man viik he liveth, and none again more ghait- 
ly to look on when life is once gone; yea. no crea « 
ture more cruel or favage than man wien he turneth 

|| bcaſt. No marvel therefore, if a wiſe, as ſhe is one 

; | of the greateſt goods, while ſhe fo cuntinucth, pro- 

veth, on the other ſule one of the grievuul tt evils, 
when ſhe ceaſeth to be ſuck. 
Sccondly, is a wife ſuch a bencſit as is here impli- | 
ed? then thoſe that have been careful in making their 5 
choice. and have in good likelihood compaſſed fuch f 
an one as is here intimated, they may, with comfort, 
chearfulnefs and conkdence, enter upon this fate with 

es good hepe and aſſurance of finding much benelit in 
it, and of reaping much good thereby. 

e-] Thirdly, let the married wife learn hence what to 

li-J apply herſelf unto, that ſne may be a wife indeed. 

en] The more good ſhe doeth her buſband, the mere - 

be- comfort he receiveth from her, the more benefit he | | 

reapeth by her; the more ſhe dath the cflice of a = 
wife, the more ſhe anfwereth the name ſhe beareth ; 
aud, on the other fide, ſhe ceaſeth to be a good | 

wife, ya, to be a good woman, when {he ceaſeth 33 

to be a means uf good to man; ſince that the —<, * |} 

woman was mace but for man, and far his good; | 
and therefore ſhe anſwers not her original if He is 
not ſo: and in vain will it be for her to bear the 
name of that is not. 
Laſtly, hence may the married man alſo learn bis 
fox ; for how ought he to make much of her that 
is a means of much. good to him? Give ber, ſaith 

Solomon, of the frut of her own hands, requite her 

;nd in the fame kind. If he do thee good all thy daye, 

—— - --: | e then 
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then oughteſt thou all thy days, by all meane, in all 
kind-, to ſeek her good, her tempo: al, her ſpirituzl; 
and her «eternal gor; for good requireth guvl. and 
one goo turn, we fax, delerveth another. Or 8 

wiſe it thou art found defieient, filling and negli- 
gent herein, her go! N to thee ſna on- day wu- 
neſs aguinſt thee and the better it is with you now, 


the worſe it ſhall go with you then. Butter it were 


to here no wife, or one 33 good as none, if you be 


not a huſband to her, as well as ſhe is a v fe to you 
if you be not an initrument of good unto her, as 


well as the is to you: for look, what 3 is required on 


her part towards you, the ＋ is required on your 
part towards her; which, unleſs you anſwer her 
with, you are no more a huſband to her, than the, if 
He ſhould fail therein, were a wife to you. 


Now the confirmation of all the foregoing points 
may ſerve for reprehenſion, and partly for admoni - 


tion. 

For the firſt, it may ſerve to reprove the practice 
of thoſe that ſeck not at all, make no ſearch or en- 
quiry, but take wives as they tumble on them, hand 


over head, as many do friends, whom a piat of wine 


drank together, or a game of tennis, &c. make 
friends; as if they drew cuts or caſt lots for them, 


as ſometimes ſome have done. If you were to 7 Re 


a houſe, or hire a ſervant, ſays Chyrſoſtom, how 
careful would you be to mike diligant enquiry of the 
commodities and di frommodities; con veniencies aud 


inconveniencies, eaſements and annoyances of him 


_ who before dwelt in it, what neighbourhood, ant 


the hke ; and of the quality and conditions, vices or- 


parts of the other, whom he had formerly ſer- 


ved? how he behaved himſelf in their fervice, and 


how likely to prove fit for your ſervice ? ad have you 

not much more cauſe to be careful, yea, curious in 

your enquiry 5 her, whonr you may chance 
to make your wife? : 

- Secondly, it ſerves to _— thoſe who ſeek in 

a | deed, 
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deed, bat ſeek amiſs ; who ſeek without light, yea, 
end refuſe to ufe ſuch light as would be leut them, 
is offered them, and that when they have more need 


af it than they may be aware of. Such are they, the 


younger ſort efpecially, who ſcorn to take alvice of 
their friends, imagining they are wiſe enough to ad- 
vife themſelves, aud make thew own choice. That 


| which p:ovcth the very bane an! final overthrow of 


many a one, who might have done well if they wou'd 
have been ruled by ſuch as wiſhed them well, and 
were both able and willing well to adviſe them; but 
refuſe to hearken to any good advice, ill it be too 
late, when they come to K ſcourged ſoundly with a 
rad of their own makiug. 

Thirdly, it ſerves to reprove others that ſeek amiſs 
in another fort. They knock at the wrong door, 
they go not the right way to work, that ſcek by in · 
direct courſes e inſnare the hearts and entangle the 
affections of thoſe whom they deſite, being under 
the power of others, paſſing by their parcats or a- 
thers, under whoſe power they are; and whom as 
God hath ſet in his place, ſo he hath in part impart- 
ed to them his power of difpoting, Such cannot ex- 
pe ct any bleſſing from God, on their ſee Ring coutrary 
to his word and will. | % 

Fourthly, thoſe eſpecially come here to be reproy» 
ed, as paſs wholly by God, but never look to him; 
uſe their own induſtry, and take advice cf theiy 
friends, but never think on, or look after him that 
ought to be their chiefeſt adviſer and counſellor, their 
beit friend, either to crave his advice, or to afk his 
good will: and no marvel if fo many neglecting him 
Ipecd accerdingly, and miſs of that which without 
him cannot be had. Thou wouldeſt take it ill if any 
man were a ſuitor to thy daughter, and never alk thy 
good will; much more may God take it evil, that 
you ſhould fcek to win his daughter's love, without 
aſking his good leave. 
Laſtly, let ſuch married perſons as God hath now 
| | | | 3 dloeſſed 


: 
* 
4 
7 


their thankfulneſs unto God, hy helping one ano; her 


The better you both are, and fha!l make each other, 
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bleſſed in this kind, learn hence what canſe the; 
have to thank God for one another. Vea, let jurs 
and diſcords that they fee between other men and 
women miſmatehed, asd their peevith, vexetious, 
eroſs end curicd carriage to one another, together 
with the manifold anno; ances and grievous rifciiefs 
and inconveniencies that commonly enſuz thereupon, 
be a means to put thewicives in mind of Gods great 
mercy and goodnefs totem. nad of his ſpecial fa- 
vour towards them; and to make them the more 
thankful to him for the tame | 
And ftnee that this married couple have received 
each other from God, let them herein ſtrive to thew 


e 


forward in the good ways of God. 

Do wich one another as Hannah did with her fon 
Samucl; as ſhe had him of God, fo ſhe beſtowel 
him on God again; return each other to God, and 
labor to return them better than you received them. 


the better yon ſhall enjoy one another; and the nearer 
you approach, and ſhall bring eack other to God, 
the more good, thro' God's goodneſs, will you have, 
or ſhall have, of each other. The more man any 
wife profit in the fear of God, the more comfortably 
and contentedly ſball they live together, the better 
ſhail it be for them both. Amen. 
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A pretical Deſcription of a chaſte Virgin. 


LM facred dreams, aud thoughts prepar'd te 7 
Pray, 5 0 
The pious maid preſents the rifing day, 
Lonciing Aurora bluſhes when ſhe ſees. 
Tue carker fairer viegin-an her knees. 


Blefing 
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Dleſſing, and bleſt by heav'n, her next addreſy - 
Is to her parents, wl.- next heav'n can bleſs ; 
The morning comes leſs welcome to their fight, 
| The mernisg's far Jeſs innocent and bright: 
| They gladly own, with thanks and open arme, 
Each day's encreaſe of picty and charms. 
Now to ſome curious talk fhe doth retire, 
With fill that e'en Minerva might admire ; 
Diſſembling fruits in wax, and ſuck a fealt, 
As might excite an hungry God to taſte. 
New ſcenes of wonder next ſhe does unfold, 
In artful webs, oeripread wich fingers bold: 
ao on this worldly Rage the creatures roſe, 
" Whilſt nature did the various forms diſpoſe. 
Nor does her labour only treat our fight, 
She adds inftruQion to our eyes delight; 
a In ev'ry ſtitch ſome uſcfu] moral's read, 
{Some hiſtory is trac'd on ev'ry thread; 
$i Here Ariadne on a rock bewai!; | 
RFafc winds with which ker ſalier Theſecus ſalls; 
Their diff rent aſpects our charm'd eyes employ z 
rief in her looks, in his a treacher-us joy. 
Vhat God inſpires our virgin to expreſs 
'Paikons, that ne'er had to her heart acceſs ? 
For yet ſhe knows not what her heart atchiev'd, 
Phat *tis to love, or what to be deceiv'd. 
er long, like Ariadne, ſhe will burn, 
zut ne'er have Ariadne's cauſe to mourn. 
Sometimes to grace the court ſhe is allow'd, 
Such virtue may be truſted in a crowd 
FThen public triumphs for Juſt freedom call, 
he ſolemn feſtival, or ſpl&did ball; 
When in the dance cr ſhining eircle ſeen, 
ler ornaments have charms, but more her mein. 
) why ſhould art and dreſs their help employ 
nn beauty, arm'd by nature to deſtroy ? 
* hy are thoſe eyes permitted wounds to give 
0 many hearts, that can but ane relieve? 
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While in her breaft theſe new diſorders more, 
She bluſhes (thu! alone} to think *tis love. 


- * 
— 
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Vet he, of all the hunble. hopeleſs train, 


When poſleate at her fret himſcK he throws 
He thinks her face a fiery anger ſhewe, 
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Of all the advent'ring youths, her choſen prize 


But one can prove, the reſt her ſacrifice ! 


Yet urg'd by fate, or love's ſeverer law, 
Each ſtakes a heart for what but one can draw. 
To charming ruin, tho' forewarn'd they run, 
They gaze, tho' gazing ſure to be undone : 
With worfe than our firft father's deſtiny, 
He tafling periftyd, for a look they die; 
Whilſt of their death the fair deſtroyer's free. 
And knows no more than did the tempting tree. 
Urſkilful thus ſhe ſhall not long remain, 
Taught by her own a ſenſe of other's pain. 
Unwonted fighs ſhall from her boſom fly, 
Herſelf, alas! as yet admiring why; 


av - 


At each fond look her parents caſt ſhe fears 
Their eyes ſhould read the dire concern in her's ; 
With ſome more fkill'd companion ſhe retires, 
Of whom, with madeſt caution ſhe requires 


What lovers mean, who rave of flames and darts, ( 
Of captivated fovls and wounded heart. [, 
At it ſhe mocks, and does her look: conſtrain, A 

With feigned mirth, to hide a real pain; | T, 
For love that did by ſtealth her heart invade, I 

To his own conqueſt is a pris'ner made. „ _ 


Tho' wanting ſtrength the tyrant to expel, 

She mode ſily confines him to his cell. ü 
Her favour'd lover fighs among the ret, iD 

Wretched, becaufe unknowiag that he's bleft. 

Not that his merfts are to her unknown, | 

Or luff' rings, for ſhe feels them by her owa: 


Believes tre has moſt reaſon to complain, 
For tho' her heart confents, her tongue denics, 
And modeſtly from her own wiſhes — 


When only with a kind concern it glows. 
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Throꝰ floods and deſarta he purſues his toil, 
And battles to preſent her with a ſpoil; 
Which ſhe zejecting with diſſembling ſcorn, 
He hides himſelf in ſolitude forlorn: 

Not to offend the fight of, her he loves, 
The deareſt object of her eyes removes. 

His pitying parents fiftin g his diſtreis, 
Approve his paſſion, and the nuptials reſs; 
Wich by the maid as gladly is receiv'd, 
The wiſh'd day fix'd, yet. ſtill our virgin's griev'd/; 
Still modeſty inſt ruèts her to be coy, 

And fear the trial of unpractis'd joy. 
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O, muſe, and bid good-morrow to the W , 
Too late ſhe doth her guiltleſa bluſhes hide. 
Invite her down to her Jomeſtic charge, 
A province, like her virtues, fair and large. 
Tell her that to a manſion ſhe is come, 
More truly her's than her own native home. 
How but a ſubject there ſhe did appear, 
A regent now, aud in her palace here. 
From tender parents arm, to Hymen ſent, 
) may ſhe never the exchange repent ! 
While nuptials her from their embraces cail, 
kinder huſband makes amends for all. 
See how her chatie and exemplary life 
Betimes adoru the jacred name of wife: 
Is ſaint · like minds, defign'd for joys above, 
Un earth prepare themſelves for their remove; 
Practice fo well celeſtial manners here, 
Chat proper gueſts, they come not firangers there 5 
bo did ſhe in her virgin days prepare, 
ach virtueꝰs practice _ ſo much her care, 


That 
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Fen Hon the reads bright leſſons with her eyes: 


Unleſs, like his. a confort eaſe his care. 
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That ſhe from firſt adorns the wedded life, 

No ſooner bride, but aa accompliſh'd wife. 

From cenfures free, if others faults ſhe ſpy, 

Tis but to learn how thoſe deſects to fly. 

Her heart is wiſdom's centre, whoſe mild — 
Her actions all harmoniouſſy 

Her heav'nly thoughts without diforder move, 
All calm and tuneful do the fpberes above. 
Whene'er ſhe ſpeaks, her words, een while gs 


ww 
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Are catch d by ſome bright feraph waiting nigh. 
Who bears tow up like incenſe to the 
For well of incenſe they deferve the name, 

Pure as the heart the altar whence they came. 
Her ſpeech inſtructs, and when in ſilence lies, 


Prudence, her ſure compani=<n, friend and guide, 
Does o'er her life ſo conſtantly preſide, 
That e' er her mirth and harmleſs freedom's taught 
Ts ſhun the very ſhadow of a fault. 
Een her divertive hours are guiltleſs ſpent, 
Chaſte in delight, in pleaſures innocent. 

Next heav'n, her huſband, the next worthy g 
Poſſeſſes the fair manſion ef her breaft. 
What prince with that bleti huſband can campare a 


Beneath the gliti'ring weight of crowns he'd groan, 
[Unleſs the ike bed — the throne. 

Thrice happy man, what numbers can expreſs 
The entertainments of thy ſweet receſs, 
When trom the herd of people thuu daſt come 
To thy heart's mate, and dearer felf at home? 
From buſy fats or fops, more teafing fry ? Fe 
From critics molt toxmenting company? 
From coffce-houte, where news-mongers reſort ? 
From friends that make anabſent friend their ſport? 
From treach' roua, fulſome compliments of court ? ) 
When from this penan e thou doſt home repairs 
To the embraces of thy chaſte and fair, 
How ſoon does her lor d boſom charm thy care?) 
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"Tis here thy dove-like ſoul her reſt mult find, 


Without that ark are only waves and wind. 
Perhaps his country's lervice for a time 

May call the huſband to ſome diſtant clime ;- 

His days employ in marches or in fight, 

(But with ſweet dreams of home reliev'd ut night.) 
The prudent fair, his abfeace to ſupply, 

So well ſultains the female regency, 

That no complaints are thro” the houſhold found, 

Each orb performs its old harmonious round; | 

Return'd, he finds of order the ſame face, 

All kept in form, as when he left the place. 

So does the ſandy Teneriſſ's calm brow, Wy 

Returning travellers their old foot ſleps ſhew, } 

Where no diſord'ring winds have leave to blow, 
From ſtately: cities, and the Tyrian bed, 

The willing muſe by Hymen's torch is led 

To cottages, where he does humbly reign, 

Nor his poor ſubjects of the lawns diſdain. 


A pious ſtock of mortals, i in whoſe race " 
Old nature may her antient features trace, 1 3 
Amongſt this harmleſs breed ia every place. J. 


When earth-of isjar'd virtue was bereft, 
Departing, juſtice her laſt footſteps left. 

Here Hymen does with joy his laws preſcribe, 
Nevers d with-gladneſs by his harmleſs tribe; 
None treat the God with more religious care, - 
Nor of his bleſfings have a larger ſhare. 

Their ſervices he Fail. not to repay, 
With giſts ſubſtantia), an not falſely 
Neep for ambition, for preferment h. 
For portion charity; content for wealth:- x 
The honeſt man plows; ſowa, = the ſoil, 
His careful wife piles ber domeſtic toi 


With unbought cloathing, and unpurchas'd fare, 


he makes warm winters by her ſummers care. 


8 The Tiendly kid with fodder ſhe fupplies, 
23 


Her kine ſhe hovels from tèempeſtusus ſkies, 


a ucder flood or ſnow the paſture he. > 
R She 
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Diſſolv'd in tears from hated day they fly, 


dhe pines, nor for one moment can remove 


The turtle makes her grief her only food, 
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She plies her fire, and makes it briſkly burn, 
Againſt the hour of her goo.]-man's return, ; 
Whom tir'd, with a kind look and kifs ſhe cheers, 
And to his arms his crowing infant rears. * 
He with the fondling ſports, ſhe ſpreads the board, 
With healthful pulſe, roots, fruits, and ſallad ſtor'd, 
And all the harmleſs luxury which their own 
grounds afford. 
The houſcheld ſupp'd, about the hearth he fits 
With his domeſtics, parlous country wits 3 5 1 
One tells a fable by himſelf devis d, 
That's by the next as ſhrew Hy moratia's, 7 
The good wife then a fpicy bowl brings out, \ 
Which her good-maa as frankly puts about. \ 
O ſwain, take care, theſe bleſſings to — | E 
Nor let their knosi<dge from thy cottage ſteal; 1 
Should once the court or town thy pleaſure fee, 1 


Thy ſolitude a wo ſoon wil be. 5 | I 
3 181 
0 wor: Hoodoooooond) 8 
4 poetical Be ſeittian of a plows widow. = | - 
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FROM Hymen' s joys the muſe with drooping wing W 
Deſcend, (fad change!) the widow'd bed to ſing. Ne 


What pitying power can teach her grief che art Li 


To charm and comfoe*t a forſaken heart? 
Behold, where our once happy bride retir'd, 
Concez's thofe eyes that each beholder fir d; 


One glimm' ring lamp can toa much light ſupply. | 
By one dim lamp the fable matron monrns, | 


Which ſighing Cupids tend and dreſs by turns. 


The preſent image of her abſent love. 
So in the thickeit covert of the wood, 


mourns her flaughter' * wiogleſs N 
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Go, pitying muſe, and charitably rude 
Zetween the mourner and ker grief intrude, 
The grave, her foe, already at her coſt, _ 
Foo richly treated; too much fpoil can boaft, 
Permitting gri ief ber beauties te devour, 
Is adding 4.98 to the conqueror. 
To charm her forrow; tell what peerleſs fame, 
What honours crown the virtuous widow's name; 
How well her character the ſex has grac'd, 
Thro? long ſucce ſſions of bright ages paſt. 
Judea 6ſt preſents itſelf to fight, 
Her ſacred tribes oppreſs'd 4 — might, 
Where Deborah's enthron' eath the palm, 
With thoughts a+ active as her looks are calm; 
Her Sylvian court tlie regent widow holds, 
| Diſtribates juftice, and the laws unfolds. 
| Domeſtic ſtrifes decided, for alarms; - | 
Fiercer prepares and calls the tribes to arms, 


Sue leads, and with the vigour of her eyes, - 
| Confirms the conqueſt which ſhe rropheũes. 
Her predeceffor's virtue ſhe unites, © „ f 
Dire&s like Moſes, and like Joſhua fights. - 5 7 | 
Ihe ſun to ſtop his courſe needs no command, f 
Viewing the proweſs of a female hand, hy 
Nl With mere aſtoniſhment he's firlt to ftand. - 7 
Next let Zenobia terribly delight, . { 
Like arm'd Bellona, charmin a aff — 3 
Her bed's dear partner from ba Lenin 'P grave” L 
{She could not keep, but could her — ow - | 
She puſhes to retrieve a deſp'rate game, 
Fir'd with her own, and Odonatus” flame; 
or as one eye eclips'd, transfers its light, 
nd in the optic left eonfirms the fight ; 
o ſtrengthen'd hy her partner's overthrow, - 
Phe gen — widow foil> her Roman for. 
Te chace her flying eagle fhe preſumes, * 
ind creſts her helmet with their taviſh'd phames; * 
— that could Hike Pallas ſigut, 
i with dlizerva or the muſes write 
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In verfe, to charm his angry ghoſt, relate, 
Her Odonatus? triumphs <td 9 fate; j 
By force of wit, iner ous death ofercome, | 
And plant eterral laurch on his tomb. 6 
Now to the pomp of ſorrow turn your eyes, 
And ſee the M:uſoleum fruaure rite: 
A fabrick tow'rin 8 with ſuch vaſt extent, 
It ſeems ar- untaig, not a monument. 
—_ . Of the world's {even worders tis the chief, 
=. Proportion & to the royal founder's grief: | 
43 Since of the gicat deccas'd is left alive, 
X name alone, to make the name ſurvive, , + +þ 
Iiis mourning queen this ſtructure does contrive. -/ 
. Aſſembled arts by her direction toil, - 
All nature is «exhauſted for the pile; 
From Aﬀrick's golden, Afia's marble veins, 
Imporeriſh*d, one rich obeliſk remains, 
Whole colonies for labourers employ'd, 
Vaſt agate rocks for baliſters deiiroy'd, 
A tomb enrich'd of treaſure, earth left void. 
But nearer to that jaſper ſtatue go, 
Whoſe pedeſtal th' occafion dire will ſhew, 
Where fair inferib'd thefe ſentences are read. 
© The living lover's tribute to the dead: 
Let earth be poor, and only zich this urn, 
Thus Artemiſia does Mauſolos mourn. -- T © 
Methinks ſuch. pomp of ſorrow might fuſſce, | - 
But Arteme ſia's zeal muſt higher riſe. | 


Expence and art too mean reſpect afford, ( 
Her breaſt muſt tomb the aſtzes of her bo: „ 2 
1 


Which mingling with ker tears in one rich 8 

Sue drinks for corgials to her fainting ſoul. 

Thus her Mauſolve, ſtill enameur d made, 

» Behold his reli&s to her heart convey 45 \ 

3 And of her ſacred breaſt | d 

* A nobler gving Mauſoleum made. = : 
* 


Nor Camma, was thy cup of leſs reo mu, 
Where juſt rever ge 12 death thou [wallew. a * 
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The poor, her clients, plump and fair you JI 1 
To hoſpitals and priſors ſhe'll repair, | 


a pious Widow. 


For, having loit the partner of thy bed, 
And with his mu derer compell'd to wed, 


Hie hopes of thy embrace thou didſt contruul, 


By blendihg poiſon in the bridal bowl, 

Th' invenom'd bowl is on the altar plac'd, 
Which cuſtom felt requires the brice to taile. 
(For willingly ſhe's to the temple led, 

And nuptial rites that ne er ſhall reach the bed) 
For clouds of incenſe her Sianatus* ſnade; ; 


Behold before ker feet his murderer laid; 


The altar ſparkles with more cheerful fires, 
While her latt words deride her mock'd deſires. 
For with this difPrerce they refign their breath, 
Repining he, triumphant ſhe in death. * _ 
From heromes ſhould row the muſe. inſpire, 
To fing what would an angel's voice require; 
Of widew faints, how would example bright 

O erwhelm ber dazzled eyes with too much light? 
Whole days and nights, one to devotion gives, 
And in the temple or her cloſet lives; 

By abſtinence and contemplation breught 

'To a living fhacow, and a walking thought, 

But white on prayers, thin diet, the is pin'd, oe 


With rage and poiſon burſt the wretch enozers, 


Ard vilit want when that can't come to her. 1 
Another, called by duty to affairs . 5 
Of life, ev'2 in the midſt of worldly cares, 5 
With cqual piety her offspring rears, | . 
Docs thio domeflic rules fo well perfiit, 


The maſter or the father fcarce is miſs d. 


No longer then may widows ſeem forlorn, K 
Who thus the female regiſter adorn. - 0 1 
Much fame have they obtain'd who only wed | 
A huſband's s grave, and mem'ry of the dead ; 

Nor equal praiſe to matrons we deny, 


Who with a ſecond worthy choice * 


Betwixt : 


For tho' the e. of fate — 
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Betwixt them twere preſumption to decide; _ 
Since prudence does their ſeveral meaſures guide 
And virtue waits to ſerve on either ſide. 

But oh ! were Hymen in this cauſe to judge, 
Who always bore to death and fate a s 
But natare's friend) ke'd labour to diffuade 
Our widow from her ſolitary ſhade: 8 
His former triumphs how would he relate, 
While ſhe adorn'd the conjugal eſtate; 

His withering. garland he would plead to fave, 
Too. rich a preſent for a thankleſs grave. 


EEE 


An Epitaph upon” an Husland and Wife, who” died 


leth in one day, and were buried together, after 


being married fifty-fioe years. - 


"= theſe -whom death again did a 
This grave's the ſecond marnage-bed. - 


*EFwixt ſoul and body a divorce. 

It could not fever man and wife, 
Becauſe they both liv'd but one life. 
Peace, reader, do not Weeps | 
Peace, the lovers are aſleep: 


They (ſweet turtles) folded lie 
In the laſt knot that love could tie. 


Let them ſlee p, let them fleep oo, | 
"Till this ſtormy night be gone, | 
And the eternal morrow dawn, 
Then the curtains' will be drawn; 
And they awake into a light, 
Whoſe day ſhall never die ee, 
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N the beginning of that too memorable year, in 
which thre failure of the charitable corporation 
ruined half thoſe who had not been before undone by 
the fatal South Sea ſcheme, a genrleman of a conſi- 
derable eſtate in Wales was martied to the daughter 
of a wealthy merchant in London, with whom he 
had a fortune of feven thouſand pounds. ; 
This money, which he at firſt intended ſhould pay 
off a mortgage, with which ſome part of his eſtate 
was incumbered, he raſhly embarked, and loſt iu the 
above mentioned fund ;—he felt this misfortune the 
more ſevercly as he had brought it on kimfelf, with- 
out the knowledge of his with r of his father. — His 
mortgage was alſo a ſeeret to them; — and when theſe 
two things ſhould come to light, as he knew they 
mult dy by the impoſſibility he ſhould find of conti- 
nuing to live in the faſhion he begun to do fince his 
marriage, feared the reproaches of thoſe perſons whole 
love and eſteem it moſt concerned him to preſerve. 
Theſe reflections threw him into a melancholy, 


which all his endearours could not conceal from the 


penetrating eyes of his wife ;—ſhe begged to know 
the cauſe, —at firſt he denied there was any, and at- 
fected a chearful behaviour; but ſhe ſoon faw thro” 
the thin diſguiſe, and, convinced that ſome latent 
grief preyed upon his heart, renewed her preflures. 
—One day, when they were alone, ſhe threw her 
arms about his neck, and bathing his cheeks with 
tears, beſeeched, conjured him by all the love he had 
ptofeſſed for her, not to refuſe making her the part- 
ner of his forrows.— Overcome with this tenderneſs, 
he at laſt cried out, —* Oh! my dear, I have wrong- 
ed you,—wronged you beyond forgiveneſs ! and can 
E be the reporter of my own tranfgreſſion '—* | be- 
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lieve it among the things impoſſible, replied ſhe, for 


yon to do wrong to any one; and am ſure it is yet 


more ſo for you to do any thing which my love would 


not forgive. 

He could reſrſt no longer, but after a few ſtruggles 
within himfelf, repeated to her the whole of his af- 
fairs; — ſhe likened to him with attention, ——feemed 
2 little furprized, but diſcovered not the leaſt emo- 
tions of either grief or refentment :—and when he 
had given over ſpeaking faid to him. I confeſs. 
my dear, that theſe are misfortunes, yet I cannot 
think them of ſufficient weight to deprefs your ſpi - 
rits in the manner they have done. How, my 
dear ! returned he,. Do you conſider, that by this 


_ curſed accident, I am deprived of the means, for 


me time at leaſt, of ſupporting you in the manner 
I _— to do, and nog a right to expect, when 
u had made me happy in your poſſeſſiom : —we muſt 


| Le down our coach. Do you imagine, reſumed fhe,. 
with the moſt obligiag imile,—that I have ſo much 
pride, or fo little love, as not to be well eonteat with 
walking as with ridi 
Eh! but, cred he, what will your father ſay? 


ng, while T have you by my fide ? 


Oa this ſhe fell into a little pauſe, but ſoon com · 
ing out of it rephed,—* As to my father, I know he 


folve all, —* Heavens ! cried he, what expedient ! 


Win not the very change in my way of living be» 


tray my folly to your father?” T will tell you, 
my dear, anſwered. ſhe, we will quit this expenfive 


ton, and live at your country feat till your affairs 


are entirely cleared 

_ I ſhould haze informed my reader, that this lady 

had ſo great a1 averſion to the country, that before 

marriage ſhe had extracted from him the moſt folema 
te never to take her down to Wales; he could 


| upon the public ſchemes as mere bubbles, and 
the averfion he has to them may make him accufe you 
of ſome imprudence; for which reaſon he ſhall not 

| know it, —I have thought of an expedient that will 


not 
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mot, therefare, be otherwiſe than amazed on hearing 
her make this offer. Is it poſſible, ſaid he, that 
you can be in earneſt !* Entirely ſo, anſwered 
{he,—and if you approve it, will go to- morrow to 


my father, and tell him that I have the eurioſity to 


fee your eftate, aud will paſs ſame time in Wales for 
that purpoſe he will not ſuſpect the truth of what 
1 ſay, and when we come there I can pretend to him, 
by letters, that I like the place ſo well that I cannot 
think of leaving it; fo will this miefortune be always 
a ſecret to him, and every one elſe you would con- 
ceal it from.“ 

* But can you,—can you, my dear, ſaid he, not 
yet recovered from his conſternation,—* can you re · 
ſolve to abſent yourſelf from your father, and all thoſe 


ther relations to whom your company is ſo jnſtly pre- 


cious !— Can you forego your native air, and quit all 
thoſe pleafure,, thoſe gay det ghts this town affords, 
and which from your infancy you have been accuſtom- 
ed ro enjoy! Can you do this, and conſent to live a 


 wvluntary exile among rocks and barren mountains !* | 


Without the leaſt reluQtance, when you are my 
guide, and my companion, reſumed ſhe ; paint not 


| therefore, the place of my retreat in any direful co- 


lours,— I have already formed the moſt delightful idea 
of it I ſhall forget the muiic of the opera, while 
attentive to the notes which Heaven has taught the 
little choriſters of the air;—tbe frifking kids and 
ſportive lambkins on the mountains tops, or courſing 
each other thro' the vales, will afford me more diver- 
fien than all the balls and aſſemblies in the Hay-mar- 
ket; and the fincere welcomes of our honeſt tenants 
and their ruddy dames, will pleaſe me much better 
than the unmeaning compliments of fops and fools.” 
It was the huſband of this charming woman who 
was the relater of this ſtory to me ;—he ſaid, that on 
hearing theſe expreſſions from her, he was fo overcome 
with rapture, that he could not forbear catching her 
in his arms, and crying out in the poets words, 5 


writing this will be wholly fruſtrated. 
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? « Sure there is in thee all we believe of "Heaven,. 
30 Amazing purity and love!! 


She kept her iſe in every particular, with the 
a eee e had made it; and difpatched 
every thing neceflary for their departure with ſo much 
expedition and alacrity, that in leſs than a week the 
happy pair ſet out ſor Wales.— On their arrival, the 


reſolution ſhe had taken to be pleaſed with er 
ſhe found there, rendered her fo in reality the 


country, by degrees, became as agreeable to her as 
it had. once been irkſome; and the remembrance of 
the noiſe and hurry of the town gave her rether a diſ- 

zuſt than a defire of returning to it; this ſhe not 
only declared, but teſtified by requiring her huſband 
to continue where they were after the mortgage was | 
redeemed, which they ſtill do, coming only to Lon- | 
don once in three or four years, to viſit the kindred 
they have there, and their ſtay never exceeds a month 
or 6x weeks at a time: they are now the parents 
of a numerous offspring, and live hleſt in each other, 
loved and reſpected by their neighbours, and almoſt 
adored by their tenants and dependants, 

I believe there is no wife hut will applaud the vir- 
tues of this lady; but if there are not ſome who do 
endeavour to become her imitators in ſuch eircumſtan- 
ces as ſhall give them in opportunity, my defign in 
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